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The Newsletter of the Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ Association

NEW PRESIDENT HAS LONG-STANDING
CONNECTION WITH SHROPSHIRES
THE SSBA has a new President - Liz Bowles
- who runs the Hayne Oak Flock of
Shropshires near Cullompton in Devon.
Liz was appointed by the SSBA’s Council to
head up our breed society for the next two
years. She takes over from Pippa Geddes, who
completed her term as President at the recent
Annual General Meeting.
Liz has a long association with Shropshires
stretching back to 1976, when she first started
helping her parents, John and Pauline Bowles,
with lambing and showing their sheep.
When Liz and her husband, Mike Bray,
bought their farm in Devon in 1997, Liz’s
ambition was to set up her own flock of
Shropshires. This started in a very small way
with “oldies but goldies” from her parents’
well-known Sidedowns Flock. From this
foundation of six ewes, Liz and Mike have
built up their flock to its current size of 90
ewes over the past 15 years.
“My first memory of Shropshires was in the
mid ‘70s, when my parents travelled around
the country purchasing the best Shropshire
sheep they could find to establish their
Sidedowns flock,” recalls Liz.
“They had always been sheep farmers but
chose Shropshires when, by accident, Dad was
looking through a book of sheep breeds and
liked the look of them.
“Mum and Dad expanded their flock along
commercial lines, selling most of the lambs to
Lloyd Maunder, which provided great
feedback on quality and would even
recommend the use of Shropshire rams to other
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lamb suppliers. Introductions of Danish and
Swedish bloodlines followed in the 1980s,
which involved travelling to Denmark to
collect the animals and bring them back to
Devon!”
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
Liz’s background includes a number of jobs
related to agriculture. Following completion of
an Animal Sciences degree at Wye College,
she worked as a volunteer training “barefoot
vets” and agricultural extension workers in
Zambia. On her return to the UK, Liz joined
ADAS (the government’s farm advisory
service) where she worked for 20 years in a
range of roles including livestock husbandry
and business management. In 2004, her
interest in farmer co-operation led her to join
the English Farming and Food Partnership
where she managed the South West region for
eight years, supporting the development of
enhanced supply chain collaboration.
Liz has had two stints on the SSBA’s
Council over the past decade and has
supported the SSBA in a number of projects,
including the World Congress in 2007, the
Shropshire Breed Improvement Scheme and
the current Breed Profiling Project, which is
sponsored by the Rare Breeds Survival Trust.
HAYNE OAK FLOCK
Liz’s Hayne Oak Flock is based at Hayne Oak
Farm in Butterleigh, near Cullompton. The
flock now numbers some 90 adult ewes plus
around 40 ewe lambs. The lambs are bred in
their first year if they hit target weights of
55kg prior to tupping.
Last year, American Shropshire semen was
used on some of the Hayne Oak ewes. Liz is
very satisfied with the results to date. The USContinued on page 4
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NEWS FROM THE AGM
“Shropshires should soon
be reclassified as
a Traditional Breed”

THE SSBA’s out-going President, Pippa
Geddes, revealed some exciting news to
members attending the Annual General
Meeting on 10th November: The
Conservation Committee of the Rare
Breeds Survival Trust has recommended
that Shropshire sheep should be reclassified
from a “Minority Breed” to a “Traditional
Breed” on the Trust’s Watchlist.
This is because the number of live pedigree
registered females has increased sufficiently
to pass the 3,000 threshold level. The
recommendation still has to be ratified by the
RBST’s board in December, but it shows that
our breed is making substantial progress
towards a sustainable and very secure future.
“Shropshire sheep have come a long way in
a relatively short space of time,” said Pippa.
“Prior to 2004, the breed was considered to be
‘At Risk’ by the RBST. Numbers began to
increase and we then became a ‘Minority
Breed’. It will be a very significant milestone
for Shropshires to be reclassified as
‘Traditional’. And this will certainly help us
on our way to re-establishing our breed as a
commercially useful meat producer, and as a
terminal sire.
“Whilst working towards these goals, we
should continue to develop the use of
Shropshires in agroforestry and grazing
amongst fruit trees. This is our unique selling
point with a lot of potential for further growth,
given the rising cost of alternative methods of
herbage control in tree plantations.”
Pippa went on to pay tribute to the SSBA’s
Officers and Council Members, many of
whom had served the breed society for ten, or
in some cases, twenty years.
“We are extremely lucky to have such able
and dedicated people who are willing to
Continued on page 3

2013 DIARY DATES FOR
SSBA MEMBERS

Hayne Oak ram lambs in the snow.

31st January
Deadline for Flock Returns to be
completed and sent to the Registrar
27th July
National Show and Sale (West) at
Shrewsbury
13th & 14th September
National Show and Sale (East) at
Melton Mowbray
9th November
Annual General Meeting 2013
Sandwell Park Farm,
West Bromwich

AWARD WINNERS AT THE AGM

Pictured above left: Clive Davies (Westwood Flock) receives the President’s Trophy for the most points gained in Any Other Breed showing classes
from the SSBA’s President, Pippa Geddes. Pictured above right: Anne Harvey (Roydon Flock) and Sue Farquhar (Piddington Flock), joint winners
of the Farquhar Trophy for the most points gained by showing sheep in Shropshire breed classes.

Above left: Jeanette Hares (Millenheath Flock) collects the Novice Showing Trophy. Above right: On completion of her two-year term of office as
President, Pippa Geddes was presented with a token for a weather vane by Vice President Sue Shimwell.

SHOW POINTS CONTEST RESULTS 2012
President’s Trophy - Any Other Breed Classes
1st place: R. T Davies and Co (69 points)
2nd place: Anne Harvey (33 points)
Farquhar Trophy - Shropshire Breed Classes
Joint 1st place: Anne Harvey & Sue Farquhar
(115 points each)
3rd place: A & P Schofield (61 points)
Novice Trophy
Jeanette Hares (56 points)
Junior Members’ Trophy - Hornpipe Quaiche
1st place: Efa Glyn Jones (270 points)
2nd place: Ellie Butcher (178 points)

Alison Schofield (the SSBA’s Registrar) tries her hand at wool grading
at the AGM, under the watchful eye of the British Wool Marketing
Board’s Stephen Kitson. She earned a round of applause for her skills!

VACANCY FOR PUBLICITY
OFFICER

AFTER 12 years as the SSBA’s Publicity
Officer, Pippa Geddes has decided to resign
most of her duties, although she will continue
as the editor of ShropTalk and will also handle
the press relations for our main national show
and sale at Shrewsbury livestock market.
The SSBA is therefore urgently seeking a
new Publicity Officer to write articles, press
releases and leaflets on behalf of the society
and to design materials for our breed display
stands. The job also includes the booking of
advertising space and overseeing the design
and content of adverts placed on behalf of the
breed society.
If you are interested in assisting with all or
any of these tasks, please contact the SSBA’s
new President, Liz Bowles
(Liz.Bowles@mail.com) 01844 32983, or the
breed society’s Secretary, Simon Mackay (see
contact details below).

EXPORT PRICES 2013
THE SSBA’s Council has agreed to hold the
prices for export sheep in 2013 at the current
levels:
Shearling Rams (ARR/ARR genotype
specified by the buyer) £610/head; Shearling
Rams (unspecified genotype) £480/head;
Ram Lambs (ARR/ARR genotype) £460/
head; Ram Lambs (unspecified genotype)
£380/head; Shearling Ewes £280/head; Ewe
Lambs £180/head; Two-Shear Breeding
Ewes £220/head.
Breeders wishing to be considered for
Society-led exports must tick the export box
on their Annual Flock Return and make sure
this is completed and sent to the Registrar by
31st January 2013.
Export sheep must be Scrapie Monitored or
of the ARR/ARR scrapie genotype, confirmed
by a blood test taken by a vet and a test
certificate provided by a DEFRA-approved
laboratory. Sheep for society-led exports must
also be MV accredited. For more information,
please contact the SSBA’s Export Officer, Sue
Farquhar 01531 670439.

PICTURES NEEDED FOR THE
NEXT FLOCK BOOK
IF you have any good quality pictures of
Shropshires that you think may be suitable for
the next Flock Book, please send them to the
Registrar, Alison Schofield
(alisonschofield@hotmail.com).

COUNCIL MEETINGS IN 2013
DATES have been set for four council
meetings over the next 12 months: 9th March,
11th May, 7th September and 9th November
(following the AGM). SSBA members are
welcome to contact the Secretary in advance
of these meetings, if they wish Council to
discuss any particular matters concerning the
breed society.

SHROPTALK
is edited by Pippa Geddes

(psellwood@aol.com)
and printed by Simon Mackay
(shropshire_sheep@hotmail.com)
Contributions are always welcome!

MORE NEWS FROM THE AGM
Continued from page 1
work for the breed society in their spare time.
The SSBA has only sufficient income to pay
some of its officers a token amount, and most
are unpaid volunteers. It’s important that more
members come forward to assist with the
breed society’s activities, to enable the SSBA
to carry on moving forward,” she pointed out,
finishing her presentation with a quote from
Henry Ford: “Coming together is a beginning;
Keeping together is progress; Working
together is success!”
REGISTRATIONS
The SSBA’s Registrar, Alison Schofield,
confirmed the continued growth made by the
SSBA over the past 12 months: The number
of ewe registrations had broken the 1,000
barrier for the second year, and the three-year
trend, at 1,003, had broken the 1,000 barrier
for the first time. The three year trend for ram
registrations had also been steadily rising.
“Ten years ago, I registered 341 ewes, now it
is over 1,000 each year,” Alison remarked.
“With the relentless increase in postage
charges, we need to look at alternative ways of
registering and transferring sheep. In the
coming year, I will be looking to do more
electronically, whilst keeping a paper option
for those who do not want to use the internet.”
ACCOUNTS
Marion Webb, the SSBA’s Treasurer,
presented the accounts for the year ending 31st
August 2012. These showed an excess of
expenditure over income of £2,564 - only the
second time in the nine year period since
Marion took on the role of Treasurer that the
breed society had made a loss.
“The main factors behind this were a large
increase in the cost of our insurance; an

increase in travel expenses and a decrease in
income from exports,” Marion explained. The
SSBA’s bank balance is still healthy, she said,
but the Council will be looking into new ways
of reducing the costs of running the breed
society, where possible.
NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
Five members of the breed society had been
nominated for Council: They were Richard
Dorrell (Stonegrove Livestock), Barry
Hodson (Southworth Flock), Trevor Lightfoot
(Fairfields Flock), Les Newman (Rode Flock),
and Michael Von Bruggenburg-Rothschild
(Merrilane Flock). All five nominees were
were voted onto the breed society’s governing
body.
AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION
Members at the AGM voted on the proposed
amendments to the SSBA’s Memorandum and
Articles of Association regarding “Removal of
a Member”. These amendments were passed
unanimously and will now be added to the
SSBA’s constitution.
After the formal business of the AGM was
completed, Stephen Kitson from the British
Wool Marketing Board gave an interesting
presentation about how wool is graded and
how producers can maximise returns from
their wool clip.
The second draw was made for this year’s
100 Club: The first prize was won by MD
Towers & SD Chandler and the second prize
went to Mr GP & Miss SJ Hayes.
A special raffle was also held in which most
of the prizes had been donated by a past
President of the breed society, Emma Stewart.
The sheep and farming-related gifts on offer
proved very popular. Ticket sales raised £159
for the breed society. Thank you Emma!

PLANTATION OPEN-DAY IN NORTHERN IRELAND
A SUCCESSFUL open-day was held on 13th October at the McCorry family’s farm,
Ballinderry, near Lisburn, County Antrim to promote Shropshires for grazing amongst
Christmas trees. Experienced tree-grower and Shropshire breeder, Dolway McCorry
(pictured below), explained how he manages his Ballinderry Flock of Shropshires in mixed
species plantations and the benefits of using sheep in trees.
Dolway’s son, Giles, and the rest of the McCorry family were great hosts, eager to provide
information and advice. Council members Pat Delaney, Claire Jakeman, Pippa Geddes, Simon
Mackay and Barry Hodson attended, as well as SSBA members John White and Pat Finnegan,
with his children Peter and Elizabeth. The Society also invited everyone who had enquired about
Shropshires via the breed society’s stand at the Balmoral show. There was a good response to this
invitation with around ten attending to gather more information about the breed. One new
member, Stephen Hasson, joined the SSBA on the day. The Breed Society would like to thank
Dolway and his family for hosting this event.

NEW SSBA PRESIDENT
Continued from page 1
-cross lambs grew well and have good
Shropshire character for the most part.
Finished lambs are sold from April to July to
Randall Parker Foods and appear on the
b u t c h e r s ’ c o u n t e r s o f S a i n s b u r y ’s
supermarkets. A proportion of later-born
lambs are sold direct to the final consumer in
lamb boxes.
Breeding animals are sold through the range
of outlets supported by the SSBA. Hayne Oak
stock has also been sold overseas via a number
of breed society-led and private export
consignments to France, Austria, Germany,
Switzerland and Jersey.
“I am delighted to be taking over the
Presidency of the breed society at this stage in
the organisation’s development, and would
like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt
thank you to Pippa Geddes for her tremendous
contribution to the breed during her term as
President. She has set the bar very high,”
commented Liz.“During my term of office I
hope to help to further improve the image of
Shropshire sheep with commercial breeders
and finished lamb producers - and I welcome
input from members with ideas in this area.”

SHROPSHIRES SET SAIL FOR A NEW HOME
THE SSBA’s export team was delighted
when the society received its first-ever
order for Shropshires from the Isle of Man.
The consignment of ewe lambs was allocated
to two northern flocks, Anne Tordoff’s Hilltop
Flock and Nell Stewart’s Bridgelands Flock, to
minimise livestock haulage. A ram lamb was
to be supplied from Pippa and Peter Geddes’s
Alderton Flock, as per the export ram rota. All
animals passed the breed society’s inspection,
but after that the arrangements ceased to run
smoothly!
Finding a commercial haulier who was
prepared to collect sheep from three farms and
then cross to the IoM proved very difficult.
Sales Officer Claire Jakeman and Export
Officer Sue Farquhar eventually decided to
transport the sheep themselves in early
October, before wintry weather kicked in.
“I feel that the Manx god, Manannan did
everything possible to stop the sheep going
over!” says Claire. “When we were about to
set off, my trailer had a puncture. We just had
time to fix that before we needed to leave for a
rendezvous point to pick up all the ewe lambs
that Nell was bringing south in her trailer.

Wendy, Paul and Rorrie
Crocker - owners of the first
flock of Shropshires on the
Isle of Man. The SSBA
sends them a big THANK
YOU - and wishes them the
best of luck with
their sheep.

REDUCED RATE FOR RAM REGISTRATIONS - IF YOU
SEND PICTURES

The

SSBA wishes
all its members a
Happy Christmas
and a successful
lambing!

REGISTRATION fees for rams and ram
lambs will be reduced from £15 to £10 per
animal with immediate effect, as long as photos
or digital images of the animals being
registered are provided to the Registrar, Alison
Schofield, at the time of registration.
THREE pictures of each animal are required in
order to qualify for this discount: A shot taken
from the side; a shot from behind, showing the
“back-end”; and a shot of the head. Photos can be
emailed to the Registrar as digital images, or be
sent by post on a CD or as photographic prints.
Examples of the type of shot required will be
displayed on the SSBA’s website. Males can still
be registered without sending photos, but the
higher registration fee of £15/animal will apply.

The IoM ferry arrives!

“Unfortunately, the place where we’d
arranged to meet Nell was unsuitable, so we
had to rearrange at the last minute. I called
Nell on her mobile and gave full instructions
where to find us (the Holiday Inn). I positioned
my car so we could see her coming and wave
to her. I thought I had time, so nipped into the
hotel to find a loo. When I came out I saw Sue
frantically waving at a MAN in a trailer who
looked somewhat concerned at being hailed by
a strange woman! We then spotted Nell, only
to see her get in the lane to go back onto the
Motorway. I have never moved so fast jumped over railings and a ditch, then out into
the road waving madly until she saw me.
TIGHT SQUEEZE
“We transferred the sheep and things seemed
to be back on track. We arrived at the docks in
good time but were told we needed the import
license that Paul, the sheep buyer, had with
him. He was on the boat coming over to meet
us. We were told to park up and wait.The ferry
docked, but security wouldn't let Paul through
because we had his boarding pass. I had to go
and find him, before he could be released.
“At last it was time to board: Livestock were
to be last on, but first off, which sounded great
until all the other vehicles had been squeezed
onto the deck: All the lorries, cars and campers
were parked up, leaving a tiny space for us! I
was told to drive on, do a u-turn, then reverse
in. A very nice man said ‘Do you want me to
do it luv?’ which is the worst thing you could
say to me. We managed to coax the trailer to
play the game and parked up... phew! A lorry
driver stuck his head out of the window, gave
us the thumbs-up and said ‘well done’.
“Fortunately the rest of the journey was fine.
Conditions were calm and the sheep travelled
well. We arrived at Paul’s home near Bride and
let the sheep out into their new pasture. We had
a lovely meal cooked by Paul’s wife, Wendy,
before retiring to our beds for a well-earned
rest. We checked the sheep at 6.30am the next
morning, then left for the docks to begin the
trip home.
“But Manannan had one last trick to play:
The ferry was very busy, transporting the
Devil’s Horsemen, who’d been filming on the
island, as well as a large number of sports cars
with glamorous occupants. My Rav refused to
start when we docked, blocking-in a white
Ferrari with the number plate 1BM. I wonder
who owned that? Luckily the crew got the
jump leads out before the owner re-appeared!

