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RODE RAM LAMB WINS AT THE
EASTERN SHOW & SALE
AT this year’s National Show and Sale
(East) held at Melton Mowbray, 13
Shropshire sheep were entered in four show
classes, which were judged by Mrs.
Jennifer Atkinson from Lincolnshire.
Alan Oliver's ewe lamb (EV41/12) by
Alderton Bonzo, took first place out of six in
her class. Robert Webb's shearling ram,
Clipston Frank (PC1611(00012)) by Ushers
Tyson, and a two-shear ewe (PC18909) by
Southworth Nick won their respective classes.
Les and Tricia Newmans’ ram lamb Rode
Lucas, by Hayne Oak Young Joseph, took the
red rosette in the ram lamb class.
Mrs Atkinson selected the Newmans’ ram
lamb (HZ20412) as Breed Champion, with
Robert Webb’s ewe as the Reserve Champion.
The sale day proved to be quiet and
purchasers were limited for the eighteen sheep
forward from five vendors.
Barry Hodson paid 240gns, the top price of
the day, for a shearling ewe by Ushers Tyson
from the pen of AL & Mrs ME Webb. She
goes to join his Southworth flock. The Reserve
Champion sold for 230gns to join Alan
Oliver's Sprotbrough flock, Doncaster. All
males remained unsold.
Sale price summary:Nine females sold to a
top price of 240gns. Average: 138.83gns
The SSBA’s Eastern Show and Sale is part of
a larger Traditional and Native Breeds event at
Melton Mowbray, which featured show classes

for four breeds of cattle and 24 breeds of sheep.
The interbreed classes were judged this year by
celebrity farmer Adam Henson. The sheep
interbreed champion was a Teeswater ram from
Chris Birch, Bakewell and the judging of the
interbreed class was filmed for BBC1’s
Countryfile and broadcast on 30th September.

SHOW RESULTS
Ram Class
1. R Webb
2. L & P Newman

Ram Lamb Class
1. L & P Newman
2. R Webb
Ewe Class
1.R Webb
2. A L and M E Webb
3. R Webb
Ewe Lamb Class
1.A Oliver
2.L & P Newman
3.A Oliver
Champion and winner of the SSBA’s
Trophy: L & P Newman (Ram Lamb)
Reserve Champion: Robert Webb (Ewe)

YOUR BREED SOCIETY NEEDS

YOU

THE SSBA urgently needs new Council
Members as well as assistance from any
Shropshire breeders willing to help with
important jobs such as sheep exports, sheep
registrations and the marketing and
promotion of our breed in all parts of GB,
Northern Ireland, Ireland and France.
Our breed society has virtually doubled in
size over the past decade. Although that is
great news for Shropshires, it brings with it a
heavier workload for the SSBA’s small team of
officers, most of whom work for the society in
an unpaid capacity. You do not need to be a
sheep expert to get involved or to become a
Council Member. The breed society requires
all sorts of skills and is keen to hear from
anyone who can offer their spare time to assist
with a variety of tasks. Please get in touch with
our Secretary Simon Mackay, President Pippa
Geddes or any of the current SSBA Council
Members if you think you might be able to
help. Their contact details can be found in the
2011 (most recent) Flock Book.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE SSBA

Pictured left to right: Les Newman with Breed Champion, Rode Lucas, judge Jennifer Atkinson,
and Robert Webb with the Reserve Champion, a two-shear ewe from his Clipston flock.

THE Society’s AGM will be held on Sat 10th
November at Sandwell Park Farm, West
Bromwich. A formal invitation and the full
agenda are included with this edition of
ShropTalk. The SSBA’s Council urges all its
members to attend, as it’s a great opportunity
to find out more about the breed society and
its many activities. To make the day both
interesting and sociable, there will be:
• A shortened format for the part of the
meeting that deals with formal breed
society business;
• A presentation about wool and how to
maximise the value of your wool clip; and
• A free buffet lunch provided for all
members who book in advance.
Please attend to support
your breed society

www.shropshire-sheep.co.uk
The SSBA’s website is updated once a
month by the breed society’s secretary,
Simon Mackay. The deadline for
submitting news and amendments
required for Sales Register entries is the
5th of each month.
SHROPSHIRE BREED IMPROVEMENT
SCHEME - PHASE 3
FOLLOWING the article in the Summer
e d i t i o n o f S h ro p Ta l k w h i c h i n v i t e d
applications for subsidised membership of the
above scheme, we are pleased to welcome
four new members who have agreed to start
recording the performance of their sheep with
Signet for three years from 2013. The new
members are John Dodd (Broad Oak flock),
Jeanette Hares (Millenheath), Angela and Iain
MacKirdy (Pot House) and Paul Stead and Val
Tew (Timberline). The four flocks will add a
further 105 ewes to the scheme. The annual
report from the SBIS for 2012 will be
circulated to all SSBA Members with the
winter edition of ShropTalk.
RECORDS FROM SHROPSHIRE
SHEEP SHOW TROPHIES
THE SSBA’s Council has decided to compile
a record of the winners’ names and the dates
of their show successes as engraved on all the
trophies awarded for Shropshire sheep show
classes. This is an important record of the
breed’s heritage but currently there is no
complete list within the society. Breeders who
won trophies this season are kindly requested
to send a list of these details as they appear on
the trophies, together with the name of the
trophy, the details of the donor (if any) and the
show where the trophy is awarded to the
SSBA’s Secretary by the end of 2012.
RAMS FOR HIRE
IF you have rams for hire, loan or to swap,
then you will soon be able to advertise them
on the Society’s website, as part of the “Stock
for Sale” page. We are in the process of
adding a box to the Sales Register form, where
such animals can be advertised. This new
facility should be available very soon and will,
like the Sales Register, be free of charge.
Please contact the SSBA’s Sales Officer,
Claire Jakeman (01244 301546,
Clairejake@aol.com), or our Secretary for an
amended form.

EXCITING BREED PROFILING PROJECT
THE breed society is to receive a generous
£2,000 grant from the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust for technical research,
u n d e r t h e Tr u s t ’s B re e d S u p p o r t
Programme.
The SSBA applied for this funding in order
to look into the feasibility of establishing the
DNA profile of our breed. A detailed and
fully costed proposal had to be submitted to
the RBST for consideration, and this was
prepared earlier this year by Council Member
Liz Bowles, with assistance from Pippa
Geddes and Monique Hustinx.
“If we can establish the genetic profile for
the Shropshire, it may throw some light on
the breed’s heritage and, in the longer term, it
may enable scientists to discover why our
sheep don’t eat trees,” explains Liz.
The first step of this project is for the
SSBA to gather DNA samples from a number
of Shropshires to find out how much genetic
variation there is within the breed. The
SSBA’s Registrar has looked through all the

pedigrees of rams used recently for breeding
and identified the 15 registered animals that
have the most diverse bloodlines. The breed
society is now making contact with the owners
to see if they will allow the DNA of these
animals to be sampled for inclusion within the
first stage analysis. The sampling is quick and
painless for the sheep as the DNA is obtained
via a nasal swab.
The progress of the project will be reported
to members in due course. The SSBA’s
Council is very grateful to the RBST for
supporting this initiative, and a formal letter of
thanks has been sent to the Trust.

A picture of Hayne Oak rams that was selected by the editor of The Landsman magazine
to illustrate a recent article about preparing for the sheep breeding season.

PICTURES FOR OUR WEBSITE
OUR website galleries need new images of
Shropshires to keep them looking fresh and
interesting, so if you have any good quality
images of show winners, Shrops in the field,
or any other interesting shots, please can you
email them to Simon Mackay.
THE 100 CLUB
THE SSBA runs a 100 Club that offers good
cash prizes drawn twice during the year. The
second draw of 2012 will take place at the
AGM. It’s not too late to buy tickets, as these
can be purchased at any time and new entrants
will be included in the next two draws. The
money raised goes towards keeping the
Society’s breed stands and display materials in
a good condition. If you would like to join this
club, but cannot attend the AGM, please
contact Simon for details.

Ellie Russell from Shipston-onStour, Gloucestershire.

Ellie Russell exhibited her family’s sheep at the Moreton show this year: “Our ewe lamb, May,
was really good and the judge was very impressed that I had halter trained her myself,” she says.
“I also went in the grand parade with May, and Adam Henson was commentating. I was
personally mentioned by him as ‘the future of farming’, and I got to meet him afterwards. I really
enjoyed it and can’t wait for the next show!” ShropTalk’s editor would love to receive more news
from new Members and Junior Members, so please send in your stories and pictures!

2012’s BUOYANT EXPORTS
THE Society’s export team of Sue
Farquhar and Claire Jakeman have been
working overtime this year to organise the
selection and shipping of Shropshires to
buyers in Switzerland, Germany, Northern
Ireland, Ireland and the Isle of Man.
A society-led export consignment of 15 ewe
lambs, four shearling rams and two ram lambs
went to a group of breeders in Switzerland this
July. Sheep were supplied by the Clipston,
Hayne Oak, Hornpipe, Piddington,
Southworth and Ushers Flocks.
Stock was also purchased on behalf of two
overseas buyers from the society’s national
show and sale (West) at Shrewsbury. The
purchasers had selected the males they were
interested in from the sale catalogue in
advance. The animals secured were
Piddington Logan and Morley 107KD12, both
by the high genetic merit ram, Morley Malik.
Logan went to Peter Roos
in Germany and the ram
lamb was purchased on
behalf of James Kiernan
in Ireland. Eight females
were also purchased for
Mr Kiernan from stock
entered in the sale (see
the Summer ShropTalk).
A ram lamb from the
Alderton flock and a
shearling ram from the
Morley flock were sold
via a private export order
to Northern Ireland.
The final export of 2012
will be to the Crocker
family on the Isle of Man
- as far as we know, the
sheep will be the first
Shropshires on the island.

The ewe lambs arrive in Switzerland looking fit
and well after their long journey.

Sue Farquhar and Piddington Logan, sold to Peter Roos, Germany.

GRADING-UP SCHEME
TO CLOSE
COUNCIL has decided that the "Grading-Up
Scheme" will be closed at the end of March
2014. This notice period will allow some
people with purebred but unregistered
Shropshires to join the scheme. Flocks that are
already part-way through grading-up will be
allowed to complete the process. Full details
of the grading-up scheme are available in the
2011 Flock Book (page 260). For more details
please contact the Secretary or the Registrar.
SPECIAL RAFFLE AT THE AGM
EMMA Stewart, who was President of the
SSBA in 2000 and 2001, has kindly donated a
number of items to the breed society. These
include some old Flock Books (volumes 11,
21, 70, 72 & 75), two cushions knitted in
Shropshire wool, and many other books and
gifts likely to be of interest to sheep
enthusiasts. These will be raffled at the AGM
to raise money for the society. Tickets, costing
£1 each, can be bought on the day or can be
purchased in advance (if you are unable to
attend) from the Secretary. Simon has a list of
all the prizes available, so you can let him
know if you are interested in anything in
particular, in case your ticket comes up!
RAM LAMB TAKES CHELFORD
INTERBREED CHAMPIONSHIP
A RAM lamb from Barry Hodson’s
Southworth flock, based near Warrington, had
a very successful day at Chelford Market’s
Annual Show and Sale of Rare Breeds on
22nd September. The lamb, by Morley
Macho, won the ram lamb class and
progressed to win the Championship for the
Closewool Breeds. He then went one better,
triumphing in the Interbreed Sheep contest.
The December-born lamb was sold to Mr and
Mrs Atkin of Woodseaves, Staffordshire for
200gns. Congratulations Barry!

BREED STANDARDS: THE BODY
The neck is muscular and not too long and the body is well fleshed, long, deep
and symmetrical. A broad, straight back with well-sprung ribs. Rump – quarters
long and wide, dock well set on and gigots full and deep.
The neck should be well set onto the shoulders creating a smooth outline to
the back.The back should be level and strong from shoulders to rump. The
shoulders should be well fleshed and level with the spine. They should not be
narrow and pointed nor too heavy and coarse.When viewed from above, the
ribs should spring out well from the sides of the spine to create a broad back.
The width should be carried through to the loin which should be well fleshed
and not fat and then through to the hips ie not narrowing to the tail head. Back
legs should be well muscled with the gigot being both wide and deep giving
plenty of meat below the tail.

X Prominent Shoulders X Lacking back-end

X Uneven back

X Drooping rump

SSBA MERCHANDISE

Shropshire sheep branded clothing:
Fleeces £27, children’s T-Shirts £9,
children’s sweat shirts £9.50, adult’s polo
shirt £15 and adult’s sweatshirt £20. Flock
names can be added free of charge if
ordered in advance. Full range of colours
available. P&P will be charged at cost.

SSBA car stickers, 10cm in diameter, £2.50
plus P&P.

Greetings cards (above) in packs of four with
envelopes, featuring 19th century prints of
Shropshire sheep. Each pack contains four
different cards. Price £2.50/pack plus P&P.

EVERY PICTURE TELLS A STORY
EARLIER this year, the breed society
received an email message “out of the blue”
from Christine Everall, telling us about a
picture she owns that depicts some of the
original breeders of Shropshire sheep.
Chris had kindly attached an image of the
painting to her message. Although there was
some damage in the middle where paint was
missing, and a few other knocks and scratches,
President Pippa Geddes recognised the picture
immediately as one that features in the breed
society’s history booklet by Robin Hill (see
below left). In the booklet, the painting is
however incorrectly identified as “an early
photograph”.
“RESTORED”
Chris kindly agreed to allow the SSBA to
have the painting photographed by a
professional who could also airbrush the
resulting image to disguise the damaged areas.
The “restored” photograph is pictured below.
Chris, who now lives in Worcestershire,
recalls that the picture hung in the family
farmhouse at Wroxeter in Shropshire for as
long as she can remember. On the back of the
painting is a handwritten note listing each one
of the men featured in the scene. Sadly it
doesn’t identify the Shropshire rams
immortalised in the foreground.
Chris explains that various members of her
family were keen breeders of Shropshires and
their flocks were registered in the Shropshire
Flock Book from 1889.
“I have private and official flock books
going back to 1896. Richard Everall, my
great-great uncle, founded a flock at
Woolstaston and my great-grandfather, Joseph
Everall, had a flock at Wroxeter from the
1890s,”she says.
“After Richard's death in 1892, Joseph - and
then his wife - managed both the Woolstaston
and the Wroxeter flocks until the Woolstaston
flock was sold in 1920 following Joseph's

death. According to the auction programme
this consisted of 13 shearling rams (described
as pasture rangers), 127 shearling and stock
ewes, 49 ram lambs, and 48 ewe lambs. The
outstanding features of the Woolstaston
Shropshires were described as ‘the great scale,
good bone, lean flesh and fine, dense wool’.
“Amongst the flock documents there is also
a pedigree certificate for two rams and two
ewes from the Wroxeter flock which were
exported to Latvia in 1936 – I understand that
Shropshire sheep were in demand there at the
time.
“By 1937, according to an auction catalogue,
my grandfather, Charles Vernon Everall, had
taken over the Wroxeter flock and his brother,
Richard Everall, had a flock at Ensdon near
Montford Bridge. After my grandfather's death
in 1969 the farm passed to my father (Charles
Richard Everall) and his brother (Francis
Brian Everall) and as far as I can remember
we still had Shropshires as I was growing up,
but over time the flock shifted towards Cluns
and Suffolks.”
Robin Hill’s history booklet provides a little
more detail about some of the breeders in the
painting: John and Edward Crane are singled
out for “continuing George Adney’s work on
the breed on their 400-acre farm on the banks
of the Severn”. George Adney, who farmed at
Harley in Shropshire, is described earlier in
the publication as being a progressive farmer
who was one of the first to set about
improving the native sheep of the region.
W G Preece (also in the painting) is
identified as “an auctioneer who held regular
sales of Shropshires in Shrewsbury and at
Bingley Hall, Birmingham”, while John
Coxon’s prize winning sheep are shown on the
front page of the booklet. The SSBA would like
to formally thank Christine Everall for sharing
this fascinating painting and its history with
today’s Shropshire enthusiasts.

This history booklet about Shropshire sheep
costs £2.50 plus an A5-sized envelope with a
large letter stamp to cover P&P. The booklet
and all other items can be ordered from the
SSBA’s Merchandise Officer Anne Harvey at
11 Kinloss Road, Greasby, Wirral, Cheshire
CH49 3PS, email: anneharv@o2.co.uk.
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Contributions always welcome!

The airbrushed image is pictured above showing the original breeders of Shropshire sheep: (standing left to
right) John Evans, J Byrd, J Harley, H B Masfen, James Crane, William Masfen, John Bradburne, Charles
Randell, John Coxon, W G Preece, and (sitting left to right) Thomas Mansell, Charles Keeling, William
Masfen, Kemp Bourne, Charles Byrd and Edward Crane. The names listed here are taken from the
handwritten label stuck to the back of the painting and are slightly different from the names given in Robin
Hill’s booklet “Shropshire Sheep - A History”.

