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Message from the President 
  

Welcome to a new publication, from the 
Shropshire Sheep breeders Association, the 2008 
Year Book. 

The intention of the Year Book is to publicise our 
breed of sheep and the Association.  I hope you 
will find the contributions of interest with news from 
around the British Isles and Europe.    

 
You will also note a list of breeders who might be offering stock for 
sale for those wishing to start a flock or add to their existing stock. 
  
Please feel free to talk to Shropshire Breeders at agricultural shows 
this summer if you wish to inspect their stock or obtain further 
information before you buy. 
  
Finally I would like to thanks Alison Schofield for her efforts in 
putting together the Year Book and to all other members and 
supporters who have contributed. 
  
Les Newman 
President 
Shropshire Sheep Breeders Association and Flock Book Society 
Tel: 01953 860373 

 
Front Cover 
Shearling Ewe, KX14607, Champion Shropshire and Interbreed Champion, Traditional 
and Native Breeds Show and Sale, Melton Mowbray 2008. Owned and Bred by AL & 
Mrs ME Webb (Ushers). Picture showing Aubrey Webb receiving the Interbreed 
Trophy from RBST Chairman Peter Titley with the Interbreed Judge Michael Coney. 
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An Introduction to Shropshire Sheep 

 
The Shropshire has long been an integral part of the sheep scene 
in Britain. The breed emerged in the mid-1800s from improvements 
to the native heath sheep of its home county and north 
Staffordshire to become the supreme meat breed of the late 
nineteenth century. Founded in 1882 and publishing its first Flock 
Book in 1883, the Shropshire Sheep Breeders' Association and 
Flock Book Society has the distinction of being the oldest recorded 
sheep breed society in the UK. 
Shropshires were exported in vast numbers to the world’s 
developing agricultures, especially to North America and the 
colonies. In recent years export sales have established a new 
European profile for the breed with Shropshires sold to Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland and Switzerland. 
The Shropshire breed is now primarily used for crossing to produce 
prime lamb for slaughter. Docile and hardy, with a sound 
constitution, thus enabling efficient flock management with minimal 
time and effort, the Shropshire adapts well to organic systems, 
gaining weight mainly off grass. Lambing returns of 160-180 per 
cent are regularly recorded by breeders and commercial producers 
alike. 
A major attribute is the breed’s ability to graze reliably amongst 
conifers without damaging the trees. Its value as an eco-friendly, 
cost-effective weed suppressant is increasingly borne out on large 
plantations in England, Ireland, Scotland, Scandinavia and Europe. 
Shropshire rams are robust with good conformation. They are 
renowned for producing strong, active lambs with quick growth 
rates and lean, long, top-quality carcasses.  
Shropshire ewes make excellent mothers. Long-lived, milky and 
prolific, they successfully rear multiples, producing lambs over 
many years. 
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Officers and Council  
Appointed November 2008 
 
 President L Newman* 
 Vice President P Geddes* 
 Honorary Treasurer M Webb** 
 Registrar A Schofield** 
 Export Officer S Farquhar* 
 Merchandise & Awards Officer A Harvey* 
 Press and Publicity P Geddes* 
 Sales Officer C Jakeman** 

 
* Officers who are also elected members of Council 

** Officers who have a vote on Council 
Additional Council Members 

A Baldwin 
Y Clinton-Palmer 
B Hodson 
A Morgan 
S Shimwell 
P Tavernor 
A Tordoff 
 

Sheep Health Committee 
     S Farquhar 
     R Spencer 
     A Tordoff 

 
Society Representatives  
on National Sheep Association Councils 
     E Bowles – South West 
     S Farquhar – National 

 
Treasurer Email Address and Paypal Account 
     SSBAtreasurer@hotmail.com 
Administrative Secretary  
     J Wilson 
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NEW SECRETARY TAKES UP THE REINS        
 

Jane Wilson from Tarset, near 
Hexham in Northumberland is the 
new Secretary of our breed 
society. She took over the role at 
the Annual General Meeting on 
1st December 2007, when Pippa 
Geddes retired after four years’ 
service. 
Jane has been the Membership 
Secretary of the Hebridean 
Sheep Society since July 1999 (a 
role she will relinquish next 
summer). So she already has a 

wealth of knowledge about breed societies and the sheep industry 
that will of great benefit to the SSBA. 
Our new Secretary also has plenty of “hands-on” experience of 
running a sheep flock, having been brought up on a mixed farm in 
Buckinghamshire, and then farming with her husband, Roger, in 
both Hertfordshire and Northumberland. 
The Wilsons moved to a 40ha upland farm in Tarset in 1990. Their 
main livestock enterprise is a flock of 50 Hebridean ewes. 
However, they also keep 6 Texel ewes, 6 Llanwenogs and 10 
Golden Guernsey goats. 
Jane is an experienced Card Grader (breed inspector) for the 
Hebridean Society and has shown Hebrideans very successfully, 
winning several championships including at The Great Yorkshire, 
The Royal Highland and the Hebridean National Show. Her 
Winkwell flock has taken part in conservation grazing in the North 
East for English Nature (now Natural England) and The National 
Trust. Her interests and experience in conservation grazing and 
animal husbandry have resulted in Jane also taking part-time 
employment with the Grazing Animals Project. 
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An enthusiastic supporter of traditional British breeds, Jane has 
been a member of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust since 1977. She 
joined the Hebridean Sheep Society in 1991 and has served on 
their committee since 1992. 
Jane is very much looking forward to meeting Shropshire breeders 
around the country and plans to attend several shows next year to 
get to know as many SSBA members as possible. She is keen to 
hear from our members – so if you have any queries or just want to 
say “hello”, please do give her a call or send her an email.  
Retiring Secretary, Pippa Geddes, was presented with a framed 
antique print of Shropshire sheep and a beautiful china sheep 
ornament, to thank her for being Secretary of the Breed Society 
since October 2003. 
In her annual report to the AGM, Pippa said: “We have achieved a 
great deal over the past four years: Shropshires are now viewed as 
a ‘Traditional’ breed, rather than one that’s ‘At Risk’; we have more 
members both here and overseas and Shropshire sheep are now 
widely known and recognised. I believe there is still huge scope for 
further growth of the breed going forward.” She wished the 
incoming secretary, Jane Wilson, every success in the role. 
Pippa will remain as Publicity Officer and was also elected to the 
SSBA’s Council.  
 

Administrative Secretary:  Mrs Jane Wilson 
       Gibshiel,  
       Tarset,  
       Hexham, 
       Northumberland  
       NE48 1RR     
       
       Tel: 00 44 (0)1434 240435 
       
E-Mail: shropshire_sheep @ hotmail.com 
Web Site: www .shropshire-sheep.co.uk 
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Export to france    
A large export 
consignment of 114 
Shropshires, 
supplied by breed 
society members, 
went to France in 
August this year. 
Export officer and 
President of the 
SSBA, Sue 
Farquhar, reports 
that she has also 
received an order 
for 100 sheep to go 

to Norway in 2009, plus several other serious export enquiries 
which could be confirmed as orders for next year. 
The Shropshires that have gone to France have been purchased 
by farmers who wish to use the sheep for grazing in orchards and 
other commercial fruit tree cultures. The “tree-safe” attributes of our 
breed, compared with other sheep, have recently been publicised 
in France and this has stimulated a lot of interest amongst farmers 
and growers. 
A party of the French buyers, lead by Thierry Briand, visited the 
Midlands in June and viewed the Shropshire flocks of Marion and 
Aubrey Webb (Ushers), Sue Farquhar (Piddington) and Peter and 
Pippa Geddes (Alderton), before confirming their order of 102 
females and 12 rams. 
In addition to the breed society’s export Marion and Aubrey Webb 
have completed a large private sale to France. 
The Webbs, who farm at Gilmorton, near Lutterworth in 
Leicestershire, became the first British farmers to export 
Shropshires to France, specifically for use in commercial fruit trees. 
A consignment of 27 animals left their farm on 24th July and was 
delivered to Herve Duclos, a cider and calvados producer based in 
St Michel D’Halescourt, near Rouen, north west France 
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The sheep will be used to control weeds and herbage between 
Monsieur Duclos’ apple trees. This is a new use for Shropshire 
sheep, which 
recently came to light 
following a trial at a 
fruit growing 
research centre in 
Germany. 
The trial showed 
that, unlike other 
breeds of sheep, 
Shropshires will not 
damage fruit trees by 
stripping bark. They 
are suitable for 
environmentally-
friendly weed control and can help farmers reduce the need for 
herbicides and expensive mowing. The French buyer first made 
contact with the Webbs via e-mail, having searched the Internet for 
Shropshire sheep and found their contact details on the breed 
society’s website, explains Marion: “Monsieur Duclos was 
interested in buying stock that had been vaccinated against Blue 
Tongue and, if possible, he wanted the sheep to come from one 
supplier. “Our region was moved into a BT Protection Zone early in 
the summer and we vaccinated as soon as we could, so we were 
able to meet his requirements. Our farm is relatively close to East 
Midlands airport, making it practical for Herve to fly to 
Leicestershire for the day to select his own stock from the animals 
we had available.” The export consignment of 14 ewes, 11 ewe 
lambs and 2 ram lambs left Usher Farm, Gilmorton at 6am on 24th 
July and arrived 12 hours later at their destination in France. 
Transport was arranged by Mike Adams from Gloucestershire, who 
specialises in international livestock haulage. “We wanted to know 
that the sheep had arrived safely, and within 24 hours Herve was 
able to send us pictures by e-mail of the sheep looking fit and well 
in his orchards. 
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The whole Duclos family are very excited about their new 
Shropshires, and I think they will fit in well on their farm which is 
open to tourists, with attractions such as apple pressing and 
distilling demonstrations,” adds Marion. 
The Webbs’ flock of 80 pedigree Shropshire sheep was established 
in 1996. The couple also run a dairy herd of 120 Holstein 
Friesians, a Charolais cross beef enterprise and grow around 100 
acres of cereals. 
 
 

SSBA MEMBERS’ TRIP TO SWITZERLAND 

by Claire Jakeman 
Five society members, Les and Tricia Newman, Nick Jakeman, 
Caroline Taylor and myself, set off for another Shropshire 
adventure, this being the second ‘Shrops on Tour’ outing. 
We all met at Zurich 
Airport where we 
were greeted by 
Franz Hidber who is 
the Secretary of the 
Swiss Shropshire 
Breed Society and 
Ruth Ducrey, 
former Secretary. 
Franz was our ‘Tour 
Guide and Driver’, 
and without him we 
would have never 
have found many of 
our destinations. We 
visited a total of 7 
flocks, packed into 3 
days. 

Enjoying the morning sunshine in Pascale and Paul’s 
plantation: Left to right (standing): Les Newman, 
Caroline Taylor, Raimund Kohl, Freddy (who works with 
Leonz), Hans Sandmann, Paul Walchi, Trisha 
Newman, Franz Hidber (Swiss Shropshire Secretary) 
Pascale Walchi, Nick Jakeman and (seated) Leonz 
Kung) 
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DAY ONE  
Our first flock visit was with Arnold Elser, who works as a pastry 
chef. He and his wife had worked in America for a number of years 
and then decided to settle back in Switzerland. We all sat down and 
were offered home-made sausages, which were delicious, before 
setting off for the 
plantation tour. We 
watched Arnold 
work his home-
trained border collie 
who penned the 
sheep for us to 
have a hands-on 
inspection. One 

lamb came and 
introduced itself and 
proved a great 
favourite with us all. 
Arnold is keen to 
expand his flock 
and only keeps 
good quality 
breeding ewes. 
We next travelled to 
meet Gottfr ied 
Bossi. We were 
taken to see ewes 
and lambs grazing 
in a small plantation 
and then viewed his ram and 5 ewes a short distance away. The 
ram was very impressive and the ewes would certainly produce 
good lambs for the future. We were to have dinner with Gottfried 
and his family, but called to check in at our guest house on the 
way. Franz (already nicknamed ‘Schumacher’ for the manner in 
which he handled the minibus) demonstrated his driving skills on 

Above: Ewes and a ram successfully grazing in a 
plantation of very small trees.  
Below: How many sheep can fit under a Christmas trees. 
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the many tricky bends and severe drops to be encountered before 
arriving at Gottfried’s family home, where we met his wife and 
children. We were greeted very warmly and sat down to a 
wonderful home cooked meal. Nick enjoyed the wine (too much) I 
think!! We managed to find our 
way back in the dark and all had a good night’s sleep. 
DAY TWO 
We rose early as Franz wanted us on the road by 8.00 am. 
Sunshine poured into the breakfast room 
where we ate a hearty breakfast of Birchermuesli with yoghurt and 
strawberries. We were joined by Raimund Khol and Hans 
Sandmann from Germany, who are also Shropshire sheep and 
Christmas tree producers. Passing Swiss farm houses and 
“chocolate box” scenery we arrived at the home of Paul & Pascale 
Walchi. There we were warmly greeted and offered Shropshire 
salami and wafer thin dry smoked Shropshire lamb. This is 
definitely something we should consider doing here in the UK as it 
was very different and “moreish”. Within P&P’s pristine plantations 
we began to learn about the varieties, colours and degree of 
hardness of the tree needles and also the ‘aroma’ of different trees. 
We learnt that there are subsidies if cherry, fruit and some 
deciduous trees are planted amongst the 
conifers. Arriving back at the house Paul had gathered his ram 
lambs for inspection. Three were pulled out as ones to watch. Paul 
and Pascale have two plantations; one is on the Italian border. Paul 
produces products that appeal to two different markets and is very 
keen to diversify and try new ideas. 
Having had another meal at the pub adjacent to the farm we set off 
for our next flock visit. On our way we made a detour to visit the 
Museum of Musical Automatons. The guide showed us the history 
of mechanical music and finally played us some Mozart on their 
prize exhibit - the organ from the Titanic’s sister ship, the Britannic. 
At the 
next flock Heinz Schar and Roman were keen to show us their 
sheep and went on a short drive to see how they work Shropshires 
in a Christmas Tree Nursery. The trees could not be seen they 
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were so small but the sheep never walked on or damaged them 
(not like us!). It was very interesting to see the different 
surroundings in 
which Christmas trees could grow and flourish with the help of 
careful management. Heinz & Roman had prepared a ‘snack’ in 
their workshop for us all. We were all so impressed with their 
organisational skills and dedication. 
Franz took us through many villages and we saw small groups of 
Shropshire sheep in many of them, something we don’t see in the 
UK, more’s the pity. We met up with Leonz Kung and Freddy and 
had a wonderful traditional dinner where our entertainment was 
Nick who sang us a setting of one of Houseman’s poems from ‘A 
Shropshire Lad’. I must add at this point that Franz , who conducts 
his church choir, said to Nick that he was not allowed to return to 
the UK. 
DAY THREE 
Up bright and early again we set off to see Leonz’s flock. Another 
beautifully sunny day, huge forests, nature at it’s best, what could 
top this? FANTASTIC SHEEP …. We couldn’t decide which one 
was best out of the 6 shearlings 
we saw, they were so even and well matched. They are a credit to 
Leonz and Freddy. Franz whisked us off again, to meet up with 
Ruth Ducrey. Ruth welcomed us to see a group of her sheep in a 
hillside plantation where she had organised coffee and cakes for us 
and a free airshow. We were on the hill above a small airstrip and 
many planes took off, some towing gliders. Many landed and 6 
parachutists dropped-in! Ruth lives in Arni and travels many miles 
to check her different groups of Shropshires. One of her sheep is 
even at a university, what a clever animal! 
We set off again to meet Lisbeth and Heinrich Bachtold who have 
the largest plantation that we visited. Heinrich is a very enterprising 
man and has now set up polytunnels to grow his own Christmas 
trees. In one tunnel there were 30,000 seedlings. Heinrich and the 
German tree growers were clearly more interested in the trees than 
the sheep, so Caroline and I sloped off to try and find the flock. We 
could hear them clanging away in the trees, because most of them 
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are fitted with collars and bells. Lisbeth met us and had great 
delight in showing us her 6 baby tortoises that she had hatched. 
After the tour of the plantation we all gathered in the garden (half 
way up a mountain) for a BBQ. Sitting at a log table on log benches 
with a log fire, facing the snow-covered Swiss Alps what could be 
better…. Lisbeth’s coffee: Schnapps 3 inches, coffee half an inch, 
with cream, topped with a sprig of Christmas tree. After one or two 
of these, our entertainment was Nick and Tricia, helped along by 
Les, singing “Jerusalem”. What memories! 
We would like to express our thanks to all our Swiss friends who 
took the time to show us how important Shropshire sheep are in the 
management of their plantations. We would especially like to thank 
Franz for organising this wonderful trip and giving up his valuable 
time to chauffeur the group around, and Raimund for his 
translation skills. We would also like to wish Ruedi, the President, 
good wishes and a speedy recovery from his illness. 

    

NEW GUIDE TO GRAZING SHROPSHIRE SHEEP IN TREE 

PLANTATIONS AND VINEYARDS 
 

The second edition of a technical guide about grazing Shropshire 
sheep in tree plantations will be available at 
Sheep 2008 from the Shropshire Sheep 
Breeders’ Association. The booklet has been 
significantly expanded since the first edition, 
published eight years ago, and now includes 
management advice from Christmas tree 
growers in Denmark, Germany, Switzerland 
and the UK, as well as new sections about 
the use of Shropshires in apple orchards and 
vineyards. 
Entitled “Two Crops From One Acre” the 
guide provides all the practical information 

tree growers will need to assess the suitability of Shropshires for 
their plantations. It covers the different grazing systems developed 
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for utilising Shropshires as the ultimate environmentally-friendly 
method of weed control plus information about recommended 
cover-crops, stocking rates and sheep selection.      
The new section about the use of Shropshires in commercial fruit 
tree cultures is based on a formal trial conducted in semi-dwarf 
orchards at the Centre for Fruit Tree Research at Lake Constance, 
Bavendorf, Germany. An additional use for Shropshires has also 
recently come to light, and the booklet includes a short section 
about the experiences of a French farmer who has successfully 
extended the use of his sheep from conifer plantations into 
vineyards.  
“Most sheep are unsuitable for controlling herbage in tree 
plantations because they eat a lot of the foliage and cause serious 
damage by stripping bark. For reasons that remain a mystery, pure-
bred Shropshires behave differently and they have a well-proven 
track record for controlling herbage on Christmas tree farms,” says 
Pippa Geddes, publicity officer of the Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ 
Association. 
“Thousands of Shropshires are used by tree growers in Denmark, 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland, allowing them to significantly 
reduce the use of herbicides whilst producing a valuable second 
‘crop’ from their land. 
“The use of Shropshires in conifers was first developed around 20 
years ago. Since then, practical experience on many farms 
suggested that the sheep could also be grazed in deciduous tree 
plantations, such as orchards. In this scenario, just as in conifer 
plantations, their use brings the benefit of environmentally-friendly 
herbage and weed control.” 
To purchase a copy of the new guide (£5 plus £1 for post and 
packing to addresses in the UK), please contact the secretary Jane 
Wilson. 
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SHROPSHIRE SHEEP BREEDERS HELP INTERNATIONAL 

RUGBY STAR TO START HIS OWN FLOCK 
A group of farmers from the 
Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ 
Association (SSBA) has 
helped international rugby star, 
Jason Robinson OBE, to start 
his own pedigree sheep flock.   
The unusual sponsorship offer 
was accepted by the sporting 
legend five months ago, but 
delivery of the sheep was 
delayed until Blue Tongue 
animal movement restrictions 
were lifted.  Ten pedigree 
Shropshire ewes and a ram 
lamb were finally delivered to 
Jason’s farm in Lancashire last 
weekend (Saturday 4th 
October). They are the first farm livestock to be owned by the 
sportsman, who retired from International Rugby after the world cup 
final last year. 
The sheep were supplied by Peter and Pippa Geddes from 
Alderton, Montford Bridge, Shropshire; Barry Hodson from Croft, 

Cheshire; Graham and 
Claire Jakeman from 
Thornton-Le-Moors, 
Cheshire;  Les and 
Tricia Newman from 
Carleton Rode, Norfolk; 
Paul and Alison 
Schofield from Sproston 
Green, Cheshire; 
Richard and Rosemary 
Spencer from 

 

Unloading the ewes. 
From left to right: Barry Hodson, Tricia 
Newman, Jemima and Cameron Robinson, 
Marion Webb, Pippa Geddes, Jason 
Robinson with Elijah and Joseph Robinson, 
Alison Schofield, Claire Jakeman, Richard 
Spencer and Les Newman.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The group with ram lamb Morley Billy Whizz. The man 
on the left of the ram lamb is Claire's husband 
Graham 
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Alkmonton, Derbyshire and Aubrey and Marion Webb from 
Gilmorton, Leicestershire. 
The Shropshire breeders decided to offer Jason a small flock of 
pedigree sheep after he announced his intention to take up farming 
at the BBC’s Sports Personality of the Year Awards in 2007. They 
were surprised and delighted when the offer was accepted, 
explains the breed society’s Publicity Officer, Pippa Geddes: 
“We are all great fans of rugby and have enjoyed watching Jason 
playing both at club and international level. He has clocked up 
some amazing achievements in the sport, being only the second 
man in history to play rugby union for England, having first played 
rugby league for Great Britain and England.  
 “When we heard that Jason and his family were going to start 
farming in the north west, we thought Shropshires would be the 
ideal breed because they are docile and easy to manage.   
Shropshires are also very adaptable and do well in a range of 
different conditions. We didn’t know the Robinsons’ address, so we 
wrote to Jason’s club – Sale Sharks – and asked that they forward 
the letter. A few weeks later, I had a surprise phone call from the 
man himself! He must receive a lot of sponsorship offers, but he 
was genuinely delighted by the idea of receiving a small flock of 
Shropshire sheep. 
“All the breeders concerned in the project travelled to the 
Robinsons’ farm to deliver the sheep personally. We were made to 
feel very welcome by Jason and his large family, who were excited 
about their new livestock venture. We hope they enjoy their flock 
and remain members of the breed society for many years to come.” 
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The shows of 2008 

East of England County Show 2008                                          
 
Three breeders 
presented their 
sheep for Mr 
Peter Bird from 
Derby to Judge. 
Aubrey and 
Marion Webb 
took the 
Championship 
with an own bred 
ewe lamb 
KX23508, they 
also took the 
reserve with a 
shearling ewe 
KX15207  
 
 
Ram Lamb 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. AL & ME Webb 
3. Mr R Webb 
 
Shearling Ram 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. L,P & J Newman 
3. Mr R Webb 
 
Senior Ram 
1. LP & J Newman 

2. AL & ME Webb 
3. LP & ME Newman 
 
Ewe Lamb 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. AL & ME Webb 
3. L P & J Newman  
 
Shearling Ewe 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. L P& J Newman   
3. AL & ME Webb 

Breeding Ewe 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. AL & ME Webb 
3. LP & J Newman 
 
 
 
Group of Three 
Animals  
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. L P& J Newman   
3. Mr R Webb   

   
Champion 
Ewe Lamb – KX23508, AL & ME Webb 
 
Reserve Champion 
Shearling Ewe – KX15207, AL & ME Webb  
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Cheshire County Show 2008                                          
 
Unfortunately due 
to blue tongue 
restrictions only one 
breeder was able to 
attend the show 
however Mr Richard 
Spencer from Derby 
praised Mark and 
Sue Shimwell for 
the standard of 
sheep presented. 
The Championship 
was awarded to 
their Shearling Ewe 
118DB07 and the 
reserve to Ram 
Lamb, Brereton 
Forester 305DB08. 
 
 
Shearling Ram, or 
older        
No Entries.  
Shearling Ewe       
1. M & S Shimwell  
2. M & S Shimwell  
Breeding Ewe 
1. M & S Shimwell 
Ram lamb (Trimmed)  
1. M & S Shimwell   

 
Ram or Ewe Lamb 
(Untrimmed)       
1. M & S Shimwell   
Ewe Lamb (Trimmed) 
1. M & S Shimwell  
2. M & S Shimwell  
Group of Three 
1. M & S Shimwell

  
Champion 
Shearling Ewe – 118DB07, M & S Shimwell 
Reserve Champion  
Ram Lamb – Brereton Forester, 305DB08, M & S Shimwell 
 
Reserve Champion Fleece    M & S Shimwell 
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Three Counties Show 2008   
 
Mr Richard Spencer from Derby Judged the sheep from two breeders at the 
Three Counties Show. The Championship went to Mrs  Sue Farquhar’s 
Shearling Ewe, DH2807 with her Ram Piddington Douglas, DH2604, getting 
the reserve. 
 
Ram, shearling or older 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 
3. Miss A Clay 
 
Ram Lamb 
1. Miss A Clay 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 
 
Breeding ewe 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Miss A Clay 
 
Shearling Ewe 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 

 
Ewe Lamb 
1. Miss A Clay 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 
 
 
A pair, bred by the exhibitor 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Miss A Clay 
  
 
 
A Group of Three  
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Miss A Clay 

 
 
 
Champion 
Shearling Ewe - DH2807, Mrs S Farquhar 
 
Reserve Champion 
Ram – Piddington Douglas, DH2604, Mrs S Farquhar 
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Royal Welsh Show 2008                                                                     
The Judge Mrs Claire 
Jakeman from 
Cheshire Judged the 
Shropshire Sheep at 
The Royal Welsh and 
three breeders 
presented their sheep 
for her. The 
Championship went to 
a Breeding ewe 
30MY06 of Miss Anne 
Harvey, The reserve 
to the Senior ram, 
Hornpipe Vulcan, 
FN1005  of Paul and 
Alison Schofield. 
 
 
Ram, Shearling or over 
1. PJ & AI Schofield 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
Ram Lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins  
2. Miss A Harvey  
3. PJ & AI Schofield 
Breeding Ewe 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. PJ & AI Schofield 
Shearling Ewe 
1. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
2. Miss A Harvey 

 
Ewe Lamb 
1. PJ & AI Schofield 
2. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
3. Miss A Harvey 
 
Group of Three(with Breeding 
Ewe) 
PJ & AI Schofield 
 
Group of Three(with Shearling 
Ewe) 
Miss A Harvey 

 
Champion 
Breeding Ewe - 30MY06, Miss A Harvey 
 
Reserve Champion 
Senior Ram - Hornpipe Vulcan, FN1005, PJ & AI Schofield 
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Burwarton Show 2008  
 
Judge Liz Bowles from Devon had two breeders present their sheep for 
judging at Burwarton Show. The Championship and reserve went to Peter 
and Pippa Geddes’ Ram Lamb Alderton Bradman 153LU08 Shearling Ram 
Alderton Jackson, 07LU052. 
 
Ram, Shearling and over 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
2. Mrs C Taylor 
 
Ram Lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes  
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
3. Mrs C Taylor 
 
Ewe Lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
3. Mrs C Taylor 

 
 
Ram or Ewe Lamb, untrimmed 
1. Mrs C Taylor 
2. Mrs C Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 
Group of three  
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes  

 
 
 
 
Champion 
Ram Lamb - Alderton Bradman, 153LU08, Mr & Mrs P Geddes. 
 
 
Reserve Champion 
Shearling Ram - Alderton Jackson, 07LU52, Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
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Oswestry Show 2008  
 
Four breeders 
presented their sheep 
for judging by Mr 
George Jones from 
Chirk. The 
Championship went to 
Aubrey and Marion 
Webb’s breeding ewe, 
KX2105, with Anne 
Harvey’s Shearling 
ewe, 53MY07, getting 
the reserve. 
 
 
Ram, shearling or 
over 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. PJ & AI Schofield 
Ram lamb 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
3. Miss A Harvey  
Shearling Ewe 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
3. AL & ME Webb 
Ewe Lamb 
1. PJ & AI Schofield 
2. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
3. Miss A Harvey  

Breeding Ewe. 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. PJ & AI Schofield 
Ram or Ewe Lamb, untrimmed 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. PJ & AI Schofield 3. AL & ME 
Webb 
 
 
Group of three  
1. Mr & Mrs R B Higgins 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. AL & ME Webb 

 
 
Champion 
Breeding Ewe – KX2105, AL & ME Webb 
 
Reserve Champion 
Shearling Ewe – 53MY07, Miss A Harvey 
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Minsterley Show 2008  
 
The Judge Yvonne Clinton-Palmer from Bedfordshire had four breeders 
sheep to judge for the first time Shropshire Classes have been at the show. 
The Championship went to Anne Harvey’s Shearling Ram, Roydon Ryan 
62MY07, the reserve went to Peter and Pippa Geddes’ breeding ewe, 
06LU014.  
 
Ram, Shearling and over 
1. Miss A Harvey  
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
3. Mrs C Taylor 
 

Ram Lamb 
1. Miss A Harvey  
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
3. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
 
Shearling Ewe 
1. Miss A Harvey  
2. Mr WP Sherwood 
3. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 

 
Ewe Lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. Miss A Harvey 
 
 
Breeding Ewe 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes  
2. Miss A Harvey  
3. Mr WP Sherwood 
 
Group of three  
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 

 
 
 
 
Champion 
Shearling Ram - Roydon Ryan, 62MY07, Miss A Harvey 
 
 
Reserve Champion 
Breeding Ewe - 06LU014, Mr & Mrs P Geddes  
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Poynton Show 2008 
 
Tim Ward from 
Church Stoke 
judged the 
Poynton Show this 
year and three 
breeders 
presented their 
sheep for him to 
judge. The 
Championship 
went to Paul and 
Alison Schofield’s 
Ewe Lamb 
114FN08 and the 
reserve went to 
Sue and Mark 
Shimwell’s 
Shearling ewe 118DB07. 
 

Ewe Lamb  
1. PJ & AI Schofield 
2. M & S Shimwell 
3. Miss A Harvey 
 
Ram Lamb 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. Miss A Harvey 
 
Shearling Ram or Older 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. PJ & AI Schofield 
3. PJ & AI Schofield 
 

Shearling Ewe 
1. M & S Shimwell 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. PJ & AI Schofield 
 
Breeding Ewe 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. PJ & AI Schofield 
3. PJ & AI Schofield 
 
Best Pair of Lambs 
1. Miss A Harvey 
2. Miss A Harvey 
3. M & S Shimwell 

 
Champion 
Ewe Lamb – 114FN08, PJ & AI Schofield 
 
Reserve Champion 
Shearling Ewe – 118DB07, M & S Shimwell  
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Shropshire and West Midlands Show 2008           
 
Alan Oliver from Doncaster judged the sheep of four breeders at the show. 
Both Championship and reserve went to Sue Farquhar with Shearling Ewe, 
DH2807 taking the Championship and Ram Lamb Piddington Hercules 
DH0308 taking the reserve. 
 
Shearling Ram or Older 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes  
3. Mr WP Sherwood 
 
Ram Lamb 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 
3. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
 
Shearling Ewe 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
3. Mrs S Farquhar 
 

Ewe Lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 
3. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
 
Breeding Ewe 
1. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
2. Mrs S Farquhar 
3. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
 
Group of Three 
1. Mrs S Farquhar 
2. Mr & Mrs P Geddes 
3. Mrs S Farquhar 

 
 
Breed Champion    
Shearling Ewe - DH2807, Mrs S Farquhar 
 
 
 
Reserve Champion 
Ram Lamb - Piddington Hercules, DH0308 Mrs S Farquhar. 
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Flint and Denbigh Show 2008                                             
 
Mr Mike Adams unfortunately only had one breeders sheep to judge at the 
show and again as with Cheshire the standard was very good. The 
Champion was a Shearling Ewe, and the reserve a Ram Lamb, Watsdyke 
Owain, HA08265. 
 
Ram, shearling and over 
1. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
2. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
 
Ram lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
2. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
 
Breeding ewe 
1. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
2. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
 

Shearling ewe 
1. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
2. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
 
Ewe lamb 
1. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
2. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
 
Group of three  
1. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
2. Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 

 
 
 
Champion 
Shearling Ewe – HA07104, Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
 
 
Reserve Champion 
Ram Lamb - Watsdyke Owain, HA08265, Mr & Mrs RB Higgins 
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National Show, Melton Mowbray 2008 
 
Marion and 
Aubrey Webb 
from Gilmorton, 
Leicestershire 
finished an 
already 
successful day at 
the Traditional 
and Native 
Breeds Show 
and Sale at 
Melton Mowbray 
by taking the 
sheep Interbreed 
Championship 
with their 
shearling ewe. 
The Interbreed 
on Friday, was judged by Michael Coney from Boulton, Lincolnshire, an 
experienced judge and successful breeder / exhibitor of Lincoln Longwool 
and Southdown sheep. 
Earlier in the day, Shropshire judge, John Hepburn from Kelso in the 
Scottish Borders had placed Aubrey & Marion Webb’s 
shearling ewe, KX14607 (Ushers Flock) the Breed Champion ahead of 
Robert Webb’s ram lamb, Clipson Clive, PC12208, that became Reserve 
Champion. John Hepburn commented later how much he had enjoyed 
judging and was delighted his champion had gone forward to take the 
interbreed championship. Our thanks go to Mr Hepburn for judging and 
congratulations to the winners. 
Good quality sheep, but fewer than normal, were forward for sale. 
Numbers were perhaps lower than expected because of the excellent 
export orders during the summer and breeders’ caution over selling or 
purchasing stock due to Blue Tongue. A total of twenty six sheep were 
forward for the sale on Saturday, 
comprising 16 shearling ewes, 5 ewe lambs, 3 shearling rams and 2 ram 
lambs. 
We were delighted to welcome visitors from Northern Ireland who had flown 
over especially to see the Shropshire sheep forward at Melton Mowbray. 
Prices for the sale ranged from £94.50 - £273 and averaged £149.10 with 
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Mr & Mrs Aubrey Webb’s Interbreed Champion selling for the top price of 
£273 and the Reserve Shropshire Champion from Mr Robert Webb selling 
for £189. There was a shortage of buyers and some sheep remained unsold 
after failing to reach the reserves set. The sheep that sold were all going 
into established flocks. 
 
SHOW RESULTS 
 
Ewe Lamb 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. LP & J Newman 
3. LP & J Newman 
Shearling Ewe 
1. AL & ME Webb 
2. LP & J Newman 
3. LP & J Newman 

 
 
 
 
Ram Lamb 
1. Mr R Webb 
2. AL & ME Webb 
3. LP & J Newman

 
 
Champion and RBST Supreme Champion 
Shearling Ewe – KX14607, AL & ME Webb 
        
Reserve Champion 
Ram Lamb – Clipson Clive, PC12208, Mr R Webb 
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Champions and reserve champions 2008    
Champion East of England – Ushers Ewe lamb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion east of England – ushers shearling ewe 
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champion Cheshire show, reserve champion poynton show - 

Brereton shearling ewe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion Cheshire show – Brereton ram lamb 
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Champion three counties show & Shropshire and west midlands 

show – piddington shearling ewe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion three counties show – piddington senior ram 
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Champion royal welsh show – roydon breeding ewe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion royal welsh show – hornpipe senior ram 
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Champion burwarton show – alderton ram lamb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion burwarton show – alderton shearling ram 
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Champion oswestry show – ushers breeding ewe left 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion oswestry show – roydon shearling ewe right 
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Champion Minsterley show – roydon shearling ram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion minsterley show – alderton breeding ewe 
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Champion poynton show – hornpipe ewe lamb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve champion Shropshire & west midlands show – 

piddington ram lamb 
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champion flint & Denbigh show – watsdyke shearling ewe 

 
Reserve champion flint & Denbigh show watsdyke ram lamb
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Champion National show & sale, melton Mowbray 2008 – ushers 

shearling ewe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reserve Champion National show & sale, melton Mowbray 2008 – 

clipson ram lamb 
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Shropshire breeders    
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From the past for the futureFrom the past for the futureFrom the past for the futureFrom the past for the future    
    

For more information about Shropshire Sheep or about joining 
the Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ Association as a Full Member 
or Associate Member, please contact  
The Secretary,  
Jane Wilson on +44 (0)1434 240435.  
Email: shropshire_sheep@hotmail.com  
 
Alternatively, if you are interested in viewing flock or buying 
livestock, please contact  
the SSBA’s Sales Officer ,  
Claire Jakeman on +44(0)1244 301546.  
Email: clairejake@aol.com  
 
Or send this page to the secretary at 
Mrs Jane Wilson 
Gibshiel,  
Tarset,  
Hexham, 
Northumberland  
NE48 1RR  
 
Name: 
Address: 
Tel: 
Email: 
 
Information Required: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 �
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E-Mail: shropshire_sheep @ hotmail.com 
Web Site: www .shropshire-sheep.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1115599 
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