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STONEGROVE BRUNO IS “LORD OF THE RING” AT SHREWSBURY
SUNDAY 26th July proved to be a popular
day for the Sixth Annual Show and Sale of
Native Traditional and Rare Livestock at
Halls Auction Centre, Shrewsbury. The
event included our National Show and Sale
(West), and with 117 Shropshires entered, it
was set to be the largest sale of our breed
anywhere in the UK during 2015.
Some 27 members of the SSBA had entered
stock in the event - the highest number of
Shropshire participants since Halls launched
this show and sale in 2010. Breeders came
from as far afield as Devon, Norfolk and
Yorkshire to exhibit and sell their sheep.
Showing started at 9.30am under cover, due
to the inclement weather. Judge John Brigg
presided over some large classes, split between
MV Accredited and non-MV sheep.
First in the ring was the Senior Ram Class in
which Clive Davies took the red rosette with
his two-shear ram Westwood Editor, by
Westwood Crusader. The runner-up was Rode
Murphy by Rode Isaac, from the flock of the
SSBA’s President, Les Newman.
A large class of Shearling rams followed,
comprising 17 animals in total. The Dorrell
family’s Stonegrove Bruno, by the high genetic

merit ram Hayne Oak Napoleon II, was the
winner, following in his father’s footsteps.
Napoleon won his show class at this event in
2014 and went on to set a record price for
adult rams in last year’s sale.
The runner-up was Piddington Oleg, a ram
with a good track record on the County show
circuit, owned by Ellie Butcher.
The ram lamb class was won by another
animal owned by Ellie Butcher, which had
also been shown successfully this season.
Hansnett 023UE15 was sired by Piddington
Nico and was out of a Piddington ewe from
her Grandmother, Sue Farquhar’s flock. Anne
Harvey’s ram lamb by her home-bred Roydon
Royalist was in second place.
The Hayne Oak flock of Liz Bowles and
Mike Bray took the top two places in the
Breeding Ewe class. Both their animals had
US bloodlines in the pedigree and high genetic
merit for performance traits.
Two females from the Stonegrove flock took
1st and 2nd in the Shearling ewe class. While
in the ewe lamb class, a high genetic merit
lamb owned and bred by John and Pauline
Bowles (Sidedowns flock) took the top
honours ahead of a lamb from Stonegrove.

The winning Shearling ram, Stonegrove
Bruno, was selected by John Brigg as Breed
Champion and winner of the Morley Trophy.
John and Pauline Bowles’ ewe lamb, by
Hayne Oak Nelson, was Reserve Champion
and winner of the Roydon Shield for Best
Opposite Sex to the Champion.
Bruno went on to win the Osmonds’ Sheep
Interbreed trophy, competing successfully
against a Grey Faced Dartmoor ram that was
the overall winner of the non-Shropshire
sheep section.
Continued on page 2

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 2015

.

The SSBA’s AGM will take place
on Saturday 14th November
at Sandwell Park Farm, West
Bromwich, West Midlands.
All members are most welcome and
a free buffet lunch will be provided.

ANNUAL FLOCK
RETURNS
DON’T forget that the breed society’s
Annual Flock Returns are now issued in
the early autumn. The date by which the
Returns need to be completed and sent
back to the Registrations Clerk, Ruth
Mawer, with payment for the annual
subscription and any registrations made at
the same time is 30th November 2015.
If you pay by BACS transfer, please
email the Treasurer, Marion Webb
(ssbatreasurer@hotmail.com), to let her
know when the payment has been made
and exactly what it is for (eg just your
annual subscription or your subscription
with registrations and/or transfer fees).
In your email, please provide a
breakdown of registrations made (eg
number of males and females) otherwise it
is very difficult for Marion to keep track
of what payments have been made into the
society’s bank account. Don’t forget to tag
your payment with your name or your
flock’s name.

NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Shropshire and Interbreed Sheep Champion at our National Show and Sale (West) was
shearling ram, Stonegrove Bruno, bred by the Dorrell family, Stonegrove Livestock, Shrawley,
Worcestershire. Pictured above with the judge, John Brigg, are (left to right) William (7), Archie
(5) and their father Richard Dorrell with the prize-winning ram.

THE SSBA needs people with a range of
skills to help run the breed society. If you
are interested in joining the Council from
the AGM in November please get in
touch with our Secretary Simon Mackay
(01744 811124), President Les Newman
(01953 860373) or any current Council
Member for more information.

SHOW AND SALE (WEST) REPORT
Continued from page 1
The sale of Shropshires started at 12 noon.
Despite trade on the day proving strongest for
females, it was Charlie Morgan-Jones’s
shearling ram, Church Preen Centre, by Showle
Dictator which topped the market. The ram was
sold for 660gns and also earned Charlie the
Halls Auction Centre’s Small Flock Trophy for
the highest priced Shropshire from a flock with
under 25 ewes. Messrs Foxley & Sons from
Offley bought the Church Preen ram to join their
new flock.
Breed Champion Stonegrove Bruno fetched
480gns and was sold to G J Thomas and Son.
The top priced Senior Ram, Westwood Editor,
was sold to L T J Mottershead. The highest
priced ram lamb was from the Brereton Flock of
Sue and Mark Shimwell, sold to Peter Richards
of Morton, Oswestry for 410gns. Compared
with prices last year, the average for shearling
rams was up by £80/head. Demand for ram
lambs was lower though, perhaps because of the
large number of shearling rams on offer. The
average for male lambs was down by a
substantial £202/head. However, a total of 22
males were sold: a slightly higher number than
last year and the clearance rate of nearly 67%
was close to that of 2014.
100% CLEARANCE FOR FEMALES
There was very keen interest in Shropshire
females of all ages and both MV and non-MV
stock. The highest price for a breeding ewe of
300gns was achieved by two animals from the
Hayne Oak Flock, both sold to P Allen. The top
female price was achieved by two shearling
ewes: one from the Ushers Flock of Marion and
Aubrey Webb, sold to N Daley, and the other
from the Piddington Flock of Sue Farquhar, sold
to P and S J Morgan. Their high sale price of
450gns equalled the current breed record for a
shearling female, set last year at Shrewsbury.
The Reserve Champion in the show made the
highest price for a ewe lamb and sold for 400gns
to the Crow Family of Longnor, Shropshire.

All 78 females sold, with a good crowd of
buyers around the auction ring until the very
end of the sale. Three new Shropshire flocks
have been formed with stock purchased at this
event.
The SSBA’s Council would like to thank the
society members who helped to organise the
Show and Sale and the Hog Roast the night
before: Pippa & Peter Geddes, Alison
Schofield, Barry Hodson, Simon Mackay,
Janet & Charles Morris, Jeanette Hares,
Jackie Lewis, Trevor Lightfoot, Paul & Diana
Redgate, Paul Stead, Sue Farquhar, and Les &
Tricia Newman.

Shrewsbury Sale Results

Senior Rams: top 350gns, 3 average £238;
Shearling Rams: top 660gns; 11 average
£416; Ram Lambs: top 410gns, 8 average
£185; Adult Breeding Ewes: top 300gns, 7
average £273; Shearling Ewes: top 450gns,
39 average £284; Ewe Lambs: top 400gns, 32
average £211; 100 head overall, average £265
22 males sold from 33 forward (66.7%)

SHOW RESULTS
Judge: Mr John Brigg
Senior Ram, two shear or older
1. R T Davies & Co
2. L & P Newman
3. S R & R P Spencer
Shearling Ram
1. Stonegrove Livestock
2. Miss E Butcher
3. E Bowles & M Bray
Ram Lamb
1. Miss E Butcher
2. Miss A Harvey
3. M & S Shimwell
Breeding Ewe
1. E Bowles and M Bray
2. E Bowles and M Bray
3. J H and P A Bowles
Shearling Ewe
1. Stonegrove Livestock
2. Stonegrove Livestock
3. Mrs J Hares
Ewe Lamb
1. J H and P A Bowles
2. Stonegrove Livestock
3. J H and P A Bowles

Julia Parker winner of the Southworth Trophy
for the best prepared pen with Barry Hodson,
judge of this award.

Champion and winner of the Morley
Perpetual Challenge Cup:
Stonegrove Livestock (Shearling ram)
Reserve Champion and winner of the
Roydon Trophy for best opposite sex to
the Champion: J H and P A Bowles (ewe
lamb)
Southworth Shield for the best prepared
pen of two or more: J W Parker
Winner of the Halls Trophy for the
highest priced animal from a small flock
sold through the ring: Charlie MorganJones (Shearling ram)

Pictured above with Judge John Brigg (left) Pauline Bowles from Devon with her winning Sidedowns ewe lamb which went on to be Reserve Breed
Champion and winner of the Roydon Trophy; (centre) Sue Farquhar from Herefordshire with Ellie Butcher’s Hansnett ram lamb, winner of his class;
(right) Clive Davies from Worcestershire with the winning senior ram, the two-shear Westwood Editor.

SPROTBROUGH PINNACLE IS TOP
OF THE SHROPS AT MELTON
SHROPSHIRE numbers were unchanged
this year with 33 sheep forward for the 2015
National Show & Sale (East) at Melton
Mowbray on 12th September.
Only two flocks entered sheep in the show on
Friday. No mature males were entered and the
breeding and shearling ewe classes were
merged due to the low number of entries.
Judge Richard Spencer chose a ram lamb,
Sprotbrough Pinnacle, by Stonegrove Archie
from Alan Oliver’s Sprotbrough Flock as
Champion, with a shearling ewe from the same
flock as Reserve. The other first prize winner
was the ewe lamb from Robert Webb’s
Clipston Flock sired by Alderton Hugo.
At Saturday’s sale, well fleshed females
achieved better prices on average than last
year, although there was little demand for
poorer sorts. One of the Sprotbrough ram
lambs sold for 180gns, with a bid for the Show
Champion that would have been the highest
price for a Shropshire on the day being turned
down.
Top prices paid were 190gns for Robert
Webb’s breeding ewe, sired by Ushers Roger;
380gns for the Reserve Champion shearling
ewe forward from Alan Oliver with one of his
ewe lambs making 220gns.
The Reserve Champion was bred by the
Stonegrove Flock and had been purchased by
Alan Oliver earlier in the season at the
National Show and Sale (West). She was sired
by Stonegrove Arthur.
Altogether there were five Shropshire
vendors selling stock at this event. Average
ewe prices were up by £20 on last year and

SHOW RESULTS
Judge: Richard Spencer
Ram Lamb
1. Alan Oliver (Sprotbrough Pinnacle)
2. Alan Oliver (Sprotbrough Prosper)
3. Robert Webb (Clipston Jarvis)
Ewes
1 Alan Oliver (XP0714)
2. Robert Webb (PC7412)
Ewe Lamb
1. Robert Webb (PC15515)
2. Alan Oliver (EV11715)
3. Alan Oliver (EV11815)
Champion and winner of the SSBA’s
trophy: Alan Oliver with ram lamb
Sprotbrough Pinnacle EV10715)
Reserve Champion: Alan Oliver with
Shearling Ewe Stonegrove XP0714

OVERSEAS WINNER

Champion, Sprotbrough Pinnacle from Alan
Oliver’s flock based near Doncaster. Pictured
with Judge Richard Spencer and leading the
lamb is Alan’s fiancee, Sue.
average ewe lamb prices were up by £50.
The breed society would like to thank
members who helped on the day: Trevor
Lightfoot, Jeanette and Robert Hares, Les
Newman, Simon Mackay, Barry Hodson,
Anne Harvey and Claire Jakeman.

Melton Sale Results: Ram Lambs (1
sold) 180gns; Breeding Ewes (5) Top:
190gns, Av: £88; Shearling Ewes (7): Top:
380gns, £165. Av: £212; Ewe Lambs (7): Top
220gns, Av: £165.

Pictured above is Andreas Weik with a British
Shropshire ewe from the Piddington Flock,
winner of the prize for the best female sheep
at the annual show in Beerfelden, Germany.
Andreas takes his sheep to the event to
promote Shropshires. He has a flock of 31
ewes, which were joined by another eight
British Shropshires in August. (see below).

A NOTHER RECORD BREAKING YEAR FOR EXPORTS
DEMAND for Shropshires from overseas buyers has been
extremely buoyant this year, enabling the society to export the
largest number of pedigree breeding stock for more than 70 years
- in fact since before World War 2.
A total of 255 sheep went to France and Germany on a “Societyled” export, initiated when a general sales enquiry from overseas is
received by the breed society. The logistics of coordinating such a
large order kept our Export Officer Sue Farquhar and Sales Officer
Claire Jakeman busy since the start of the year. Enquiries for stock
just kept coming in!
Export allocations are made to flocks that have registered a wish to
participate in exports and which also have the required health status.
Sourcing stock is an onerous task because only Scrapie Monitored
flocks may export sheep, unless breeders are willing for their animals
to undergo scrapie genotyping conducted by a vet and a DEFRA
approved laboratory. Only ARR/ARR genotype sheep can be
exported. All sheep also have to be inspected by one of the society’s
inspectors to ensure they meet the breed standards. Inspections are
made on the breeders’ farms, so a fair amount of travel is involved. A
total of 14 flocks took part in the export this year.
The buyers in France were Guy and Sebastian Vanlerberghe,
Romaric Lemoine and Jean Phillippe Huyghe. The German buyers
were Andreas Weik and Thorsten Naumann. At the same time, there
were also three private export orders for Shropshires to Germany that
were transported to the Continent by the same haulier. So a grand
total of 268 Shropshires left Sue Farquhar’s export gathering

centre at Hansnett Farm, Herefordshire in August. The Society would like
to thank Sue and Claire for all their hard work, and also all the breeders who
sent stock.
A 5% levy is deducted from the sale price of all exported sheep. Inspection
costs are deducted from this, and the remainder will go to the Society’s
funds. The exact amount raised will be confirmed in the annual accounts.

Ewe lambs at the export gathering centre in Herefordshire, waiting to start
their journey to new homes on the Continent.

SHROPSHIRE BREED IMPROVEMENT SCHEME RESULTS FOR 2015
THE final Signet evaluations for the
Shropshire Breed Improvement Scheme in
2015 have been published.
This season, 19 Shropshire flocks
participated, recording the performance of 633
ewes and 999 lambs, including 598 that were
scanned by ultrasound to determine fat and
muscle depth in the loin area of the live
animal.
The breed average figures have moved
forward again, with the primary index that
measures growth rate, carcase and maternal
traits (known as the Carcase Plus Index)
increasing to a score of 152. The average
Terminal Sire Index score increased to 150.
The percentage of rams above the breed
average score for the Carcase Plus Index that
were used by SBIS flocks has increased from
59% in 2014 to 64.6% in 2015.
Heading the list of Top Stock Sires for the
second year running is Ushers Alexander. Both
his indices have increased with the addition of
more progeny records. His Carcase Plus Index
now stands at 308 - more than twice the breed
average. This son of Westwood Challenger
was also shown successfully in 2015 by his

SBIS TOP TEN STOCK SIRES 2015
The Carcase Plus Index/Terminal Sire Index
scores are shown in brackets after each ram’s
name. His position in last year’s rankings is
shown in brackets before his name.

1. (1) Ushers Alexander (308/270)
2. (2) Ushers Apollo (285/273)
3. (-) Alderton Maxwell (250/217)
4. (5) Hayne Oak Nelson (249/252)
5. (3) Ushers Vulcan (248/248)
6. (-) Alderton Travis (238/208)
7. (9) Ushers Tiger (233/213)
8. (-) Hayne Oak Preston (231/213)
9. (6) Ushers Windy (220/239)
10. (-) Hayne Oak Olympus (214/214)
Breed Average Scores: Carcase Plus Index:
152, Terminal Sire Index: 150

breeders, Marion and Aubrey Webb, winning
the ram class at the Stafford County Show.
Second on the list and also retaining his
position from 2014 is Ushers Apollo, another
high genetic merit son of Westwood
Challenger. Owned by Paul Stead and Val Tew
(Timberline Flock), Apollo’s indices have also
increased as a result of data from the 2015
lamb crop. He now has the highest score of
any stock sire for Terminal Sire Index.
In 3rd place is a new ram, Alderton
Maxwell, bred and owned by Pippa and Peter
Geddes. Maxwell is a son of Morley Malik,
the holder of the record price for a shearling
ram (800gns) sold through one of the breed
society’s National Shows and Sales. Malik was
purchased by Richard Spencer, but semen
from the ram was later made available through
the EBLEX ram linkage programme.
In 4th place, down one position from last
year, is Hayne Oak Nelson, bred by AI from
semen of the American ram Groverman 5429
imported by Liz Bowles and Mike Bray.
Nelson was champion male at the Devon
County Show this year, and also breed
champion at the Okehampton Show (see below
right).
In 5th place is Ushers Vulcan, now owned by
Peter and Donna Taverner (Shebdon and
Madeley Flocks). In 6th is another new ram,
Alderton Travis, owned and bred by Peter and
Pippa Geddes. Travis is just ahead of his sire,
Ushers Tiger, placed 7th. Tiger features in the
top ten for the sixth consecutive season. His
predicted performance figures are based on
171 lambs in three flocks, which gives the data
a very high Accuracy value of 97%.
In 8th place is Hayne Oak Preston, a son of
Hayne Oak Nelson, purchased as a ram lamb
by the Timberline Flock. In 9th is Ushers
Windy, by Ushers Vulcan. Windy has been
shown successfully for the second season by
his owners Jeanette and Robert Hares, winning
the ram class at Newport Show and being

placed in the top three at all other shows where
he was exhibited.
In 10th position is Hayne Oak Olympus,
who enters the top ten for the first time.
Olympus was sired by Sansaw Valiant and has
been retained by his breeders, Liz Bowles and
Mike Bray as a stock sire.
SBIS TOP TEN RAM LAMBS 2015
Ranked on Carcase Plus Index
(Index score given in brackets after the ear tag)
1. KX15486 (278) by Ushers Vulcan
2. LU15450 (251) by Alderton Travis
3. LU15477 (246) by Alderton Jeremy
4. KX15503 (244) by Ushers Tiger
5. LX15840 (243) by Hayne Oak Nelson
6. MR151192 (242) by Ushers Vulcan
7. LU15447 (237) by Alderton Fauntleroy
8.=TA 15656 (236) by Sidedowns Ontario
8.= KX15436 (236) by Ushers Vulcan
10. LU15484 (234) by Alderton Maxwell
The 2015 list of top ram lambs shows that a
good variety of sires are producing the highest
genetic merit lambs. Ranked according to the
Carcase Plus Index, there is less than 45 index
points between the animals in the top ten.
The Ushers Flock takes the top honours for
the second year running with a son of Ushers
Vulcan. His index score puts him in the top 1%
of the breed for genetic merit.

OKEHAMPTON SHOW

Pictured above: Shropshire breeders at the
inaugural breed classes at Okehampton Show
in August. On the left is the breed champion,
Hayne Oak Nelson, exhibited by Liz Bowles
and Mike Bray. On the right is the reserve
champion shearling ram exhibited by John
Hockridge (Week Barton Flock).
Despite the poor weather forecast, there was
great support for Shropshire sheep at the show
from many local breeders. Next year, more
exhibitors will be made very welcome.
Thanks must go to John Hockridge for
bringing Shropshire breed classes to this
Devon show for the first time in 2015.

SHROPTALK
Winners of the Signet Performance Awards at Burwarton Show in August: (Pictured above left)
Ushers Windy, owned and exhibited by Jeanette and Robert Hares, was 3rd in the ram showing
class and was the highest placed animal with a Terminal Sire index above the breed average for
2015. With a Terminal Sire index 239, Windy is in the top 5% of the breed for Genetic Merit and is
ranked 9th on the Top Stock Sires list for 2015.
In the large ram lamb class, with 11 entries from 8 flocks, Ushers Captain (pictured above right),
bred by Marion and Aubrey Webb, took the red rosette and also the Signet Performance Award.
His Terminal Sire index of 231 puts him in the top 5% of the breed. He is ranked in joint 8th place
on Signet’s top ram lamb list for 2015. Both winners received a sash, sponsored by RAS Rosettes,
and a £25 Voucher from EBLEX.

is edited by Pippa Geddes

(pippa@aldertonfarm.co.uk) and printed
by Simon Mackay
(shropshire_sheep@hotmail.com)
Contributions are always welcome!
Visit our Facebook page:
Friends of Shropshire Sheep, and our
website: www.shropshire-sheep.co.uk
for all the latest news.

