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PRESIDENT’S SPRING UPDATE
WELCOME to all members to the first
of my “blogs” as your new President of
the SSBA.
By now, most of you will have finished
lambing, or at least be a fair way through it.
I hope that it has been a good year for you
all. There have been reports of some of our
members being affected by Schmallenberg
Virus in their lambs. I hope this has not
caused too much distress to any of you.
Spring is slow in coming, particularly in
this part of the world, but we have finally
managed to turn our main flock of ewes and
lambs out to grass, although we are yet to
see any real grass growth. Our land tends to
lie cold and wet. We did experiment in the
autumn with grass subsoiling a 3-acre
paddock and the difference has been
incredible! We are looking to do a lot larger
acreage next autumn.
This is looking to be quite an important
year for the SSBA. Firstly our Registrar,
Alison Schofield, has discovered that it was
exactly 100 years ago that the first
Shropshire Show and Sale was held, which
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was quite an achievement at the time,
considering that the country was in the throes
of the Great War.
We plan to hold some celebrations to mark
the Centenary at this year’s Shrewsbury Show
and Sale. Could I ask that as many breeders as
possible enter sheep this year to make the
event the largest in recent years?
I realise that the new website for the SSBA
has been promised for several months now. It
has been a larger task than was envisaged but
we are nearly there and it will be up and
running very soon for all to see and should
help us all promote our stock.
ON-LINE FLOCKBOOK
Grassroots, our on-line flockbook, has now
been running for over a year and is proving a
success with most of the membership. It is still
possible to do everything in paper format for
those that are not computer savvy - just fill in
the necessary forms and post them to Ruth
Mawer, our Registrations Clerk.
Please remember to Birth Notify your lambs
as soon as possible after birth. There is no
charge for this and it will make it easier for
you later on when you come to register any
stock. If you could also, every so often, go
through your stock list on-line and remove any
animals that have died, been culled or sold,
transferred etc. If we can keep the database as
accurate at possible, it will make it possible to
analyse our National Flock and monitor trends
etc.
Finally, do not forget there is always
someone at the end of the phone if you have a
problem or need assistance with anything. Do
not be afraid to ask for help - and if you are
still not happy then please email or phone me
and I will see what I can do to help. My email
is steadi544@gmail.com, and my phone
number is 07776 385544.

Paul Stead
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NO MORE TRANSFER FEES!

THE SSBA’s Council has taken the
decision to abolish Transfer of
Ownership Fees from 1st June 2017.
These fees, which were payable at £3
a head whenever an animal was sold
for breeding, have proved very
difficult to collect from members.
Transfer Fees have continually caused
problems with new flock owners, who
often did not realise that Transfer Fees
were payable, leaving them with
additional expense at the time of
setting up a flock.
The purpose of the fees was to cover
the cost of issuing new pedigree
certificates bearing the name of the
new owner whilst raising some
additional funds for the society. In
order to cover this lost income, the
SSBA has introduced a modest
increase of £1/head for all registration
fees (whether paper or digital
pedigree certificates) for both females
and males. This also takes effect from
1st June.

HERITAGE SHEEP STUDY

COUNCIL has agreed that the breed
society will contribute £100 to a study
backed by the Prince of Wales to look
into ways of effectively promoting
pure-bred native sheep breeds,
thereby addressing the recent trend
towards using crossbreds and
composite breeds.

NEW DIGITAL ARCHIVE

REGISTRAR, Alison Schofield, has
generously offered to scan the
Society’s old minute books, which
date back to the earliest days of the
SSBA, as well as other important
historical documents, prints and
photographs.
Council has approved the purchase
of an appropriate type of scanner to
carry out the job. This will be is
cheaper than paying to send the
documents away for scanning.
It is envisaged that these historical
documents will then be available on
disc, and copies can be purchased by
members for a small fee. The
scanning will also ensure that this
wonderful history of the breed is
safeguarded for the future.
If any members have material that
they think may be of interest, please
contact Alison on 01477 533256 or by
email: alisonschofield@hotmail.com.

EXPORT ORDERS 2017

THE Breed Society has secured an order
for 50 shearling ewes and a ram lamb from
a breeder in Belgium.
This year 15 flocks have expressed an
interest in supplying export sheep,
including three new flocks: Stoneynook,
Merrylane and Holtridge.
Anyone interested in supplying export
sheep in future years should contact Sue
Farquhar on 01531 670439 to discuss the
necessary health scheme requirements.

NEW FLOCK BOOK

THE Society’s next flock book (Volume
116 - reflecting the year 2016) has been
compiled by our Registrar Alison Schofield
and Registrations Clerk, Ruth Mawer. It is
due to go to the printers in March and will
be posted out to members around one
month later.
The upward trend in registrations
continues, says Alison: “But the Flock
Book will have fewer pages because
Council has decided not to publish the
pedigrees of exported sheep in a separate
section. They will still be recorded under
their breeders’ lists of registrations. So, we
have simply removed an area of
duplication.”

BREED STAND OUTING

THE SSBA’s breed stand will be attending
the National Sheep Association’s event,
Sheep South West, at Ayshford, Westleigh,
Tiverton, Devon on 20th June. Council
Members Liz Bowles and Monique
Hustinx have kindly agreed to man the
stand, but if any other SSBA members are
visiting the show, please do drop by and
help for an hour or so - your assistance will
be very welcome.

SCRAPIE GENOTYPING
SHROPSHIRES with the ARR/ARR (R1)
Scrapie Genotype sometimes achieve
premium prices and are valued by breeders
for a number of reasons:
Greatest Resistance To Scrapie
Firstly, they are the animals least likely to
actually develop classical Scrapie, because the
R1 genotype confers the greatest natural
immunity to this fatal brain disease. Although
Scrapie is not known to pose a risk to human
health, it is a notifiable disease: If you suspect
Scrapie in your flock you must report it to
DEFRA. Anyone who has a confirmed case of
Scrapie will have to join the Compulsory
Scrapie Flocks Scheme, a special scheme
with movement restrictions and testing
requirements to help the breeder eliminate
Scrapie from his or her sheep.
Increased UK Market Appeal
Secondly, animals with the ARR/ARR
genotype can be purchased by Shropshire
flocks that are members of the Scrapie
Monitoring Scheme. This health scheme is
pretty much essential for flock owners wishing
to export their sheep, although membership
rules are quite restrictive. For one thing, flocks
on the scheme can only buy rams from other
SMS Registered flocks - unless the animal
concerned has the ARR/ARR genotype.
We currently have around 25 Shropshire
flocks within the Society that are registered on
the Scrapie Monitoring Scheme - and they all
require new rams periodically.
Meeting Export Requirements
As already mentioned, anyone wishing to
export sheep has to meet certain health and
management requirements. The usual way to
achieve these is to join the Scrapie Monitoring

Scheme. For more information about what this
entails, see the SAC Website: www.sruc.ac.uk.
However, it is possible for breeders who are
not enrolled on the SMS to export animals,
provided they have the ARR/ARR Genotype.
This must be confirmed with a blood test taken
by a vet and tested by SAC, which runs the
Scrapie Monitoring Scheme. SAC are currently
the only organisation authorised to Scrapie-test
animals that are to be exported.
Overseas buyers do also occasionally wish to
buy males with the ARR/ARR genotype and the
export prices set by the SSBA currently ask for
an additional 25% for R1 rams and 19% for R1
ram lambs.
So, if you are looking to increase demand or
to widen the market for your pedigree stock,
particularly rams, it could be worth genotyping
your sheep - or at least some of them. The
following organisations offer Scrapie
Genotyping Services:
Innovis offers a DIY sampling kit, which
allows breeders to take blood samples from
sheep themselves (via a small pin-prick). Prices
vary depending on the number of sheep
sampled (prices are per sample & + VAT):
£22.50 for 1 - 10 samples; £18.50 for 11 - 29
samples and £14 for 30+ samples.
SAC offers testing for two codons at £22.50
for 1 - 12 samples or £18 for 13+. It also offers
testing for three codons (export testing) at £32
for 1 - 12 samples and £27 for 13+ samples
(prices are per sample & + VAT).
These SAC tests require blood samples to be
taken by a vet, so there is that cost to consider
as well.
If you are going to test, bear in mind that
results can sometimes take a few weeks to come
through, so check with the provider and plan
ahead if you with to have your results for a
particular sale.

SSBA BOOKLETS TO BE
UPDATED

TWO of the Breed Society’s most useful
booklets are currently being updated and
new editions will be available for
members later this year. Alison Schofield
is updating “Critical Selection of
Shropshire Sheep” the booklet that
provides guidelines to desirable and
undesirable conformation traits and breed
standards. Pippa Geddes is updating
“Two Crops From One Acre” - the guide
to managing sheep in trees, which will
include all the latest information on
managing Shropshires in orchards.

NEW ARRIVAL IN NORFOLK

THE SSBA sends its congratulations to
members Lorie and Charles Saffell
(owners of the Crown Flock), who
welcomed their first child recently.
Rosanna Sophia Saffell was born on 15th
March weighing 7lb 1oz - a future
shepherdess, perhaps.

JUNIOR MEMBERS’ FOCUS
The Royal Three Counties Show
National Young Stars Competition 22nd - 23rd August 2017
"This is an event designed to encourage the youth in agriculture, including beef,
dairy, sheep, pig, auctioneer, and butcher competition”
I have recently joined the SSBA’s Council and would like to bring greater involvement
of our junior breeders. I will be contacting every junior member shortly to chat about
how we can do this. To spring board this, a suggestion has been to enter a team in the
National Young Stars competition. Take a look at:
www.threecounties.co.uk/youngshowstars. If you would be interested in being involved
then email me on: 01606301503@talktalk.net
The future of farming and our Shropshire Breed depend on the next generation of
young farmers and it is important this is encouraged on every level.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Rosie Lee

NATIONAL SHOW AND SALE (WEST)
AT SHREWSBURY MARKET ON SUNDAY 30TH JULY
PREPARATIONS are well underway for the Breed
Society’s main Show and Sale, which has become one
of our annual highlights attracting entries from
Shropshire breeders throughout the UK.
Once again, this event will be part of the Traditional,
Native and Rare Breed Livestock Sale organised by Halls
auctioneers. Entries have grown steadily over the past
seven years and the breed society expects that this will be
the largest exhibition and sale of Shropshires anywhere in
the country in 2017.
Social Evening and Hog Roast
There will be an evening get-together at the market the
night before the Show and Sale, with food (beef and pork
roasts with a selection of salads and puddings), a bar and a
“pub quiz” to entertain breeders and buyers.
This is open to all - not just Shropshire breeders - and it
is a great opportunity to meet other SSBA members as
well as viewing the stock in the sheep lines the day before
the sale.
This year, we will be marking the Centenary of the first
ever Show and Sale of Shropshires which also took place
in Shrewsbury, although not at the current market which
was built only in the last decade. The Council plans to
offer special rosettes and prizes and a large cake to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of Shropshire sales.
Tickets for the social evening can be purchased via the
Livestock Entry Forms, from Halls or from the SSBA’s
Secretary, Simon Mackay. There is a Travelodge adjacent
to the market plus numerous hotels and B&Bs in
Shrewsbury a short drive away for anyone wishing to stay
overnight. Campers can stay in their vehicles parked at the
market itself.
Rules and Regulations
Schedules and entry forms will be available from 1st May.
Please be aware that if you are selling sheep at the event,
there are a number of rules and regulations that you must
adhere to. Details of these are given in the schedule please read it carefully.
The closing date for entries is 24th June. Late entries
will not be accepted.

DID YOU KNOW?
THE first Shrewsbury Show and Sale of
Shropshire Rams and Ewes was held
on Wednesday September 5th 1917 in the
Shrewsbury Smithfield.
The winner of the SINGLE SHEAR RAM
class was appropriately called
“War Winner”. He was bred by E Craig
Tanner of Eyton on Severn, Shrewsbury.
First prize was £8 and the cost of an entry
was 2 shillings and 6 pence.

Please also note that Shropshires may be delivered to the market
between 4pm and 7.30pm on Saturday 29th July and between 7am
and 7.30am on Sunday 30th July. Showing classes will start at 9am
on Sunday and the sale of Shropshires will commence at 12.30pm.
NATIONAL SHOW AND SALE (EAST)
AT MELTON MOWBRAY MARKET ON
FRIDAY 8TH AND SATURDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
Our Eastern Show and Sale will take place as part of the Rare and
Traditional Breeds Show and Sale held at Melton Mowbray
Market in September. This is a large event that is well supported
by many breed societies. More details of this event and the
closing date for entries will be publicised in the Summer edition
of ShropTalk, and can be found on the Grassroots Systems’
website:

www.grassroots.co.uk

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRESIDENT
PAUL STEAD and his partner, Val Tew,
have 21 acres of predominantly permanent
pasture in Oxfordshire, about five miles
from Banbury. Alongside their Timberline
Flock (VZ) of 40 Shropshire ewes, they also
run a small flock of later-lambing
commercial ewes and a herd of 35 Alpacas.
Paul is a driving instructor, but he also has a
wealth of agricultural experience, having
worked in the industry for 40 years. This
includes general farm work on a 500 acre farm
in Sussex and a stint on a three herd dairy unit
in Lincolnshire, which went on to win the
Dairy Farm of the Year Award. He also
managed pedigree and commercial dairy herds
in Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and then finally,
before “retiring”, a 160-cow unit of high
genetic merit, high yielding Holsteins, based in
Oxfordshire.
Paul and Val’s flock of Shropshires was
established in 2010 with Signet performance
recorded stock. Shropshires were the breed of
choice because Paul and Val wanted a
traditional breed that would finish from grass
without the need for high levels of concentrate
feed inputs. They were also looking for a breed
that is involved with Signet recording. High

genetic merit rams have been selected for
use in their flock, including Ushers Upton,
Ushers Apollo and Hayne Oak Preston, all
of which have been ranked in the top 10
Signet recorded sires at various times. Two
years ago, the Timberline Flock was the
runner-up in Signet’s most improved flock
awards.
The Timberline Shropshires lamb in late
January and early February, so that the
sheep can be taken off the grass prelambing, just after Christmas. The flock is
not shown, as yet, because there is just not
enough time to dedicate to the task.
Paul and Val have developed a small
market for pedigree stock and some of the
fat lambs are sold off-farm in lamb boxes.
None of the lambs are creep fed, but are
allowed to finish naturally off grass.
Paul is happy to take on the post of
President of the SSBA and his main
objective is to make the Society run more
efficiently for the benefit of all members
and staff. To this end, he hopes to bring in
some small changes to make everyone’s life
easier. He can always be contacted by email
or phone (see page 1 for details).

Two of the Timberline tupping groups.

SHOWING 2017
SHOW SUBSIDY
THE breed society offers a show subsidy
to breeders exhibiting Shropshires at shows
that last two days or longer. The subsidy
rate is £5/head for two-day shows and £10/
head for longer shows. Subsidy claim
forms can be downloaded from the SSBA’s
website. Forms must be completed and
returned to the SSBA’s Treasurer, Marion
Webb, by 31st August 2017.

SHOW POINTS TROPHIES
AT the end of each show season, the
Society runs a show points competition and
awards trophies to the most successful
exhibitors. This year the Society has made
a few changes to the rules (highlighted in
red below):
The Farquhar Trophy is awarded to the
breeder who has gained most points in
Shropshire Breed Classes;
The President’s Trophy is awarded to the
breeder who has gained most points
showing in Any Other Breed or Rare Breed
Classes, in shows where no Shropshire
classes are available;
The Novice Trophy is awarded for the
highest number of points gained by novice
exhibitors showing in Shropshire Breed
Classes. Exhibitors are considered novices
in their first five years of showing or until
the have won the Novice Trophy three
times.

SIGNET PERFORMANCE AWARDS 2017

The Burwarton ram lamb class in 2016.
The winner (and winner of Signet
Performance Award) was Ushers
256KX16.
These Awards are held within the breed showing classes at Burwarton Show in Shropshire, which
will be held on 3rd August in 2017. The male classes are judged first according to breed type and
conformation. Then the Signet Performance Awards are made to the highest placed Signet recorded
animal in both the ram and ram lamb classes. Last year (pictured above) the ram lambs placed 1st
to 5th in the very competitive show class were all from Signet Performance Recorded Flocks.
To be eligible for the Signet award, Signet performance recorded males must be above the
average score for Terminal Sire Index for 2017. The winners receive a £25 voucher from AHDB’s
Better Returns Programme for the purchase of a performance recorded ram, and a show sash from
RAS Rosettes, Ribbons and Show Supplies.

The Hornpipe Quaich is for young
members of the breed society showing in
Shropshire classes, Any Other Breed
classes and Young Handlers’ classes.
For AOB Classes and Young Handlers’,
points are awarded from 1st to 4th place
only (1st - 10pts; 2nd - 8pts; 3rd - 6pts;
4th - 4pts). For Shropshire breed classes,
points are 1st (10pts) down to 10th (1pt).
Breed Champion: 10pts, Reserve
Champion: 5pts.
The closing date for all competitions is
30th September and forms must be sent to
the Awards Officer, Anne Harvey.
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