
The Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ Association
and Flock Book Society

Flock Book
Volume 104

2004

Ram Registrations     1139– 1222
Including Rams Exported

1150, 1156 & 1160

Ewe Registrations F04635 – F05168

Produced by
Mrs A Schofield
Brookfield Farm
Sproston Green
Holmes Chapel

Cheshire
CW4 7LN

Tel/ Fax: 01477 533256



Contents               Page

An Introduction to Shropshire Sheep 2
Shropshire Facts and Figures 3
Official Breed Description 4
Objectives of the Society 5
List of Officers, Council and Committee Members 6
Secretary's Report to the Annual General Meeting 2004
President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting 2004

7
10

Presentation of Trophy’s 2004 11
Shropshire Wool Products 11
Conditions of Entry to Flock Book
Regulations on the Export of Sheep
SSBA Official Ear Marking System

12
13
15

Ram Registrations for 2004
Ewe Registrations for 2004

18
34

Rams Exported 2004 86
Ewes Exported 2004 88
Annual Flock Returns for 2004 96
New Flocks Introduced to the Society in 2004
Show Results 2004

109
113

List of Members, with Prefix Letters and Address 125
Regulations on the Upgrading of Unregistered Ewes 140
Society Forms 141



An Introduction to Shropshire Sheep

The Shropshire has long been an integral part of the sheep scene in
Britain. The breed emerged in the mid-1800s from improvements to the
native heath sheep of its home county and north Staffordshire to
become the supreme meat breed of the late nineteenth century. Founded
in 1882 and publishing its first Flock Book in 1883, the Shropshire Sheep
Breeders' Association and Flock Book Society has the distinction of
being the oldest recorded sheep breed society in the world.
Shropshires were exported in vast numbers to the world’s developing
agricultures, especially to North America and the colonies. In recent
years export sales have established a new European profile for the breed
with Shropshires sold to Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany,
Ireland and Switzerland.
The Shropshire breed is now primarily used for crossing to produce
prime lamb for slaughter. Docile and hardy, with a sound constitution,
thus enabling efficient flock management with minimal time and effort,
the Shropshire adapts well to organic systems, gaining weight mainly off
grass. Lambing returns of 160-180 per cent are regularly recorded by
breeders and commercial producers alike.
A major attribute is the breed’s ability to graze reliably amongst conifers
without damaging the trees. Its value as an eco-friendly, cost-effective
weed suppressant is increasingly borne out on large plantations in
Ireland, Scotland, Scandinavia and Europe.
Shropshire rams are robust with good conformation. They are renowned
for producing strong, active lambs with quick growth rates and lean,
long, top-quality carcasses.
Shropshire ewes make excellent mothers. Long-lived, milky and prolific,
they successfully rear multiples, producing lambs over many years.



Facts and Figures
Wool Properties

The Shropshire clips a heavy, dense fleece of good staple and fine
texture. The average weight of a fleece is 3-4 kg, and the average length
of staple is 10cm. The wool has a Bradford count of 54-56 (32 micron),
does not felt and is in demand for traditional hand-knitting.

Crossing Attributes
When used as a terminal sire for prime lamb production, Shropshires are
recognised as excellent crossing rams thanks to the superior
conformation, growth rates and carcass quality of their lambs. Pure-bred
and Shropshire- cross lambs are typically ready for slaughter at 12-15
weeks old, with a typical carcass weight of 18kg and MLC carcass
classification of U3L . The resultant meat is lean, succulent and rich in
flavour, and contains a low percentage of bone.



Official Breed Description

The Shropshire is medium sized, with typical mature rams and ewes
weighing 120kg+ and 70kg+ respectively.  Shropshire Sheep are active
and alert with a free action.

Head naturally clean soft black face, with a covering of wool on the
poll. Rams should possess a bold masculine head

Ears soft black in colour, of medium length and well set on

Neck muscular and not too long

Body well fleshed, long, deep and symmetrical. A broad, straight
back with well-sprung ribs. Rump - quarters long and wide,
dock well set on and legs of mutton full and deep

Legs medium length, of strong bone and upright joints, well set
apart and soft black in colour

Skin cherry pink skin covered with a dense, fine quality wool
and Wool of good staple

Undesirable Traits
Horn Stubs.
White Specks on face, ears and legs.
Long, drooping coarse ears and pricked ears.
Drooping rump (dock set low)
Throatiness.
Roman Nose.
Coarse wool on breeches.

NOTE.- Judges are requested to adhere to the above type.



Objectives of the Society

♦  the promotion of breeding Shropshire Sheep at home and abroad, and
the maintenance of their purity

♦  the publication of a Flock Book, and the annual registration of male
and female pedigrees as are proved to the satisfaction of the Council
to be eligible for entry

♦  the annual compilation of  a report of the Society’s activities including
shows, sales and other related events

♦  obtaining and maintaining breed classes at various shows

♦  the maintenance and improvement of a high health status

♦  the continued improvement of the commercial characteristics of
Shropshire Sheep and the promotion of commercial opportunities for
the breed

♦  investigating cases of doubtful and suspected pedigrees

♦  arbitrating upon and settling disputes and questions relating to
Shropshire Sheep and their breeding

♦  furthering the well-being of the breed and the Society by all lawful
means



Shropshire Sheep Breeders’ Association
and Flock Book Society

Officers and Council appointed October 2004

Officers and Council appointed October 2004
President A Baldwin
Vice President S Farquhar
Honorary Treasurer M Webb
Secretary P Geddes
Registrar A Schofield
Export Officer S Farquhar
Wool & Merchandise Officer C Wadland
Press & Publicity Officer P Geddes
Sales Officer C Jakeman

Council
The Officers plus:

J Bowles
Y Clinton-Palmer
A Harvey
R Higgins
L Newman
S Shimwell
S Toulson

Sheep Health Committee
President
S Farquhar
R Spencer

Society Representatives on National Sheep Association Councils
J Bowles – South West
S Farquhar – National



Secretary's Report
to the 2004 Annual General Meeting

Madam President and Society Members, I am pleased to present my first
report as Secretary to this Association.

Although getting to grips with various SSBA procedures and the
mountain of paperwork has been rather daunting, it’s also been a
pleasure to take over this role at a time when native breeds are enjoying
such a renaissance.

The Shropshire is a tremendous breed – and one that certainly never
deserved to become rare! Over the past 12 months, I have heard that
comment, time and time again, from farmers, food connoisseurs and
agricultural journalists. Thanks in part to the reform of the Common
Agricultural Policy, coupled with a realisation of the very valuable traits
possessed by traditional breeds, I firmly believe that we are now well on
the way to re-establishing the Shropshire in mainstream British
agriculture.

We mustn’t, however, forget that the breed is versatile and a superb dual-
purpose animal, ideal for smallholders. The Shropshire is also highly
valued by Christmas tree growers.  Each of these groups is attracted by
different aspects of our breed – and they are all important to the future
of Shropshire sheep.

During my first year as Secretary, I am pleased to tell you that I’ve made
contact with Shropshire breeders in Canada, the USA and New Zealand,
as well as those closer to home in Germany, Denmark and Austria.
Perhaps none of us realise how highly Shropshires are valued outside the
UK? I am particularly keen to strengthen these links in the future, so that
we can build a useful global network of Shropshire enthusiasts.

Show Results: The 2004 show season for pure Shropshire classes began
in early June at Stafford County, and continued at seven other major
shows through the summer. Although I attended Scotsheep and Sheep
2004, I was not able to attend many other events. I understand, however,



that the number of Shropshire exhibitors at almost all of the major
livestock shows had increased this year, compared with 2003.

On behalf of the Society, I would like to thank all who took part – your
efforts are essential in promoting our breed.  I would also like to
congratulate the winners, especially the members who were awarded
breed championships: Mark and Sue Shimwell at Stafford; Yvonne
Clinton-Palmer at East of England and Anglesey; Tony Baldwin at
Cheshire; Sue Farquhar at Shropshire & West Midlands and Burwarton;
and Brian and Beryl Higgins at The Royal Welsh and Oswestry.

Some of our members also successfully showed Shropshires in  “Any
Other Breed” or “Rare Breed” classes. Again – the value of this to our
society is huge. We receive many sales enquiries from people who have
been impressed with Shropshires at these events.  The Royal Show at
Stoneleigh is a case in point. Thanks to the high quality stock exhibited
there by Sue Farquhar and Yvonne Clinton-Palmer we received half a
dozen new enquiries about the breed.

Competitors at the Shropshire and West Midlands Show this year
deserve a special mention. Despite dismal weather on the first day, we
had a great turn-out with a total of nine exhibitors, who brought their
stock to the special “Celebration of Shropshire Sheep”. This was
organised to mark the breed’s ascent on the Rare Breed Survival Trust’s
Watchlist to “Traditional Breed” status. Entries in some showing classes
reached 14 animals – one of the largest line-ups since the 1940s,
according to the show society. My thanks to everyone who helped with
the wool spinning, merchandise display, parade of Shropshire sheep and
the lamb cookery demonstration at the show. We were also delighted
that four German Shropshire breeders were able to fit in a visit to the
Shropshire and West Midlands Show, as part of a short trip to England
to view and select breeding stock for export.

The 2004 showing season closed with our own national show and sale,
which was held in conjunction with the Traditional and Native Breeds
Event at Melton Mowbray Market in September. For the second year
running, this proved a successful showcase for our society. There were
good entries in the showing classes, with Marion and Aubrey Webb’s



shearling ram taking the breed championship, and achieving success in
the interbreed too, as reserve champion. The sale highlighted just how
much interest there currently is in Shropshires, with all females being
sold and prices reaching 220 guineas for ewes and 190 guineas for ewe
lambs. Demand for rams was lower, but one or two achieved
outstanding prices – the premium being achieved by a Sidedowns ram
lamb with ARR/ARR scrapie genotype, which sold for 300 guineas. It
has been suggested that the SSBA should review the date of the sale for
rams, as many breeders wish to purchase new flock sires well before
September. Hopefully we will be able to devise new ways to market
pedigree tups more successfully on behalf of members over the coming
12 months.

As a society, we also have many other challenges to face, along with all
livestock farmers in this country. Although lamb prices have been higher
this year, which is a bonus for all our members, the amount of “red tape”
involved in any kind of livestock farming continues to grow. DEFRA is
currently reviewing the National Scrapie Plan and we await their decision
about its future. This is just one of many government consultation
papers that the breed society received during the year, for comment and
input. I would especially like to thank our two health committee
members, Sue Farquhar and Richard Spencer, for scrutinising many of
these documents and helping to formulate our response. I have also been
greatly assisted in my role as breed secretary by many other members of
Council, but especially our outgoing President, Sue Shimwell. I would
like to thank Sue for all her support and advice, which has helped me so
much.

Pippa Geddes, October 2004



President's Report
to the 2004 Annual General Meeting

I am pleased to announce another successful year for the SSBA.

Renewed interest in our breed has resulted in an increase in the number
of registered females enabling the Shropshire to be lifted out of the Rare
Breeds Survival Trust’s ‘At Risk’ category.

In response to this achievement ‘The Celebration of Shropshire Sheep’
was a publicity feature of the Shropshire and West Midlands Show and
was well supported by our membership whether exhibiting or not.  It
was a shame that the bad weather kept the public away because in
addition to the large exhibition classes and breed stand for the
Shropshires, Shropshire meat was showcased in the food hall with
cookery demonstrations and subsequent tasting; Shropshire wool was
used during frequent spinning demonstrations, Shropshire wool
merchandise was on display and for sale and a parade of Shropshire
sheep with handlers in period costume made a real feature of the breed.

In September the show and sale at Melton Mowbray was again well
supported and the level of demand  for ewes and ewe lambs made this a
good sale venue for females.

I would like to thank all Council members for their support during my
time as President and for their commitment to the Society, in particular
Alison for her upkeep of the registration system and production of the
Flock Book, to Claire for her skills as Sales Officer, to Sue Farquhar for
her valued role as Export Officer, to the Publications team for
production of the breed leaflet, to Carol for her enthusiasm for the wool
projects, to Marion for her organisation of the accounts during her first
year as Treasurer and to Pippa for taking on so much during her first
year as Society Secretary.
Thank you.



Sue Shimwell

Presentation of  the Trophies - 2004

The Farquhar Trophy – Mrs S Farquhar

President’s Trophy – Mr A Baldwin

The Novice Trophy – Not awarded

Shropshire Wool Products

Following on from the success of a share-spin in l999 by a few individual
members, The Society decided to process further fleeces for Aran
knitting wool to sell to members, as well as on the Breed Stand at various
shows. During the foot and mouth epidemic, this was particularly
important, when we were unable to show sheep. It kept the Shropshire
name in people’s minds and added a further dimension to the value of
the sheep.  In 2000 we produced a Millenium throw, which was mostly
pre-ordered by members, and sold well.
We subsequently processed a larger batch of fleeces into both Aran and
Double Knitting wool weights and started a Bespoke Knitting Service,
because people no longer knitted, but loved the quality of the pure
Shropshire wool. We also had cushions and some knitted items for sale.
Children’s’ wear proved particularly popular. People liked the idea that
they could have the exact measurements they wanted, as well as slight
changes in neckline, etc. if required.
To celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee we produced a thicker, softer
feel rug/throw with a wide stripe down each side containing the colours
of the Shropshire Coat of Arms. Some of these are still available.

At the end of 2004 we took delivery of some beautiful natural colour,
textured material suitable for cushions, curtains, bedspreads and other
home furnishings
(Photographs of these can be seen in the centre pages).



Regulations and Conditions of Entry
into the Flock Book

1. All registered Flock keepers must keep a private Flock Book (to be produced to
the Council Editing Committee if called upon to do so), otherwise they will be
barred from registering their flocks, as it is obvious no truthful pedigree can be
given unless such a course is adopted.

2. Rams to be eligible for entry must be named. No name which has already
appeared in the Flock Book can be duplicated. If this regulation is not observed,
the Editing Committee reserve to themselves the right of re-naming the ram.

3. No ram will be eligible for entry unless bred by a breeder whose flock is already
entered in the Flock Book or accepted for entry in any forthcoming volume.

4. No ram shall be eligible for entry unless the names and numbers of the Sire and
the Sire of Dam be given, along with the registration number of the Sire of the
Grand Dam.

5. The Council reserve the right of declining any entry, if so recommended by the
Editing and Inspection Committees.

6. No breeder’s entry will be included unless he/she complies with the following
conditions:

 a THAT THE WHOLE OF THE SIRES used in the flock from the date of
the first registrations be inserted into the relevant Flock Book, and that
every ram used subsequently must be entered year by year.

 b If required, satisfactory proof must be given of the means by which persons
registering rams have hired or purchased them.

7. No pure bred breeding ewes can be introduced into a registered flock except
from that of another registered breeder (i.e. a breeder whose flock is recorded in
the last published volume of the Flock Book at the time the stock were disposed
of, and the owner must furnish the Editing Committee with particulars of
numbers and breeding, otherwise his/her entries will not be considered.

8. Any graded up females shall be inspected for full registration as  pedigree ewes at
the fourth generation and only accepted for entry subject to a satisfactory report
by a Society inspector.

9. When a flock is advertised to be wholly dispersed, no portion of that flock shall
be entered by the vendor when first entering a new flock. If any portion of the
flock so advertised is reserved, the sexes, ages and numbers thereof must be fully
stated in the catalogue.

10. In case the Council at any future date discover an inaccuracy or fraudulent entry,
they reserve the right to cancel such entry and/or expunge the flock in question
from the Flock Book.



Regulations on the Export of Sheep
General

1. The Society shall organise the export.
2. In the event of a member of the Society being approached regarding

an export,  the Secretary,  President and Export Officer must be
informed.

3. All members will be reminded via periodic editions of the Society
Newsletter of the requirements of sheep for export.

4. All monies to be paid by the purchaser prior to the export, to the
Society Account, by money transfer, in pounds sterling.

5. All monies are to be paid by sterling draft, therefore ensuring that all
bank charges are agreed in advance.

6. A Society Inspector will select all sheep prior to departure.
7. A levy on the sale price to be set at AGM, with periodic review. The

Export  Levy is currently 5%.
8. The Current Society Inspectors are Mr M Hackling of Bristol and Mr

M Adams of Gloucestershire.

Specific to Vendor
1. All sheep forward for export to be registered and registration fees

paid prior to the presentation of the sheep for inspection.
2. The Flock Return must be returned to the Registrar by 31st January

of the year to be included in any export.

 Specific to the Export Officer
1. All members owning MV and MV/Scrapie Monitored flocks must be

informed of any relevant export enquiry providing that the Flock
Return was returned to the Registrar in time.

2. Breeders will be invited to submit for export numbers of sheep pro
rata to the size of their flocks.

3. Export Officer to write/fax Society Inspector giving due notice of
inspection date.

4. All sheep records must be sent to Registrar for inclusion in the
relevant Flock Book.



5. The Publicity Officer must be informed of exports for the necessary
promotion of the breed to take place.

6. Export Officer must provide the Treasurer with a full account of
export, including numbers sent and sale price, within 48 hours of
dispatch.

 Specific to Society Registrar
1. Registration documents must not be released by Society Registrar

until all registration fees are paid by the vendor.
 Specific to the Treasurer

Upon receipt of an invoice from the vendor, all monies will be paid to
the vendors after the deduction of any levies, expenses, fees etc. due to
the Society, within 5 working days.



SSBA Official Ear Marking System

The Society's official earmarking requires the following to be adopted
by members:
All lambs, before they are over two months old must be either tagged
or tattooed. This must contain the consecutive number of each lamb
born , the year in which they are born, breeder’s flock designation
letters and the official Defra flock Number.
Sheep born after 1st December 1999, when reaching six months old
require a second tag/tattoo or electronic id in order to verify their
identity should they lose the first tag/tattoo.
Replacement tags should  always contain the sheep’s original identity.
Sheep will not be accepted at shows or sales unless properly tagged/
tattooed.
New Defra regulations state that every sheep born after 1st February
2004 is uniquely numbered.
i.e.  001 05 AA UK 301102

   Sheep  Year  Flock   Defra Flock No.
Tags must be officially printed, not hand-written. They can be any
colour except RED. Tattoos must also carry the flock mark but need
not include UK.
Each member must keep a private flock book reflecting a reliable
system of earmarking, so as to identify each sheep, and be prepared to
produce the same for inspection by the Society’s officers.The Society
now operates a computerised ewe and ram registration scheme. This
assists both the Society and the flock owner in determining sire and
dam lines.



MV  ACCREDITED
*

SCRAPIE
MONITORED

*
SCRAPIE

GENOTYPED
*

STOCK FOR SALE
Peter and Pippa Geddes

Stable Views
Alderton

Near Montford Bridge
Shropshire SY4 1AW

01743 741689
                                                                                 Alderton Morpheus in the parade at the
                                                                                          Shropshire and West Mid Show 2004




